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OBSERVATIONS 

ON    STAGE    CARRIAGE    DUTIES. 

No  great  internal  financial  relief  (excepting  the  repeal  of  the  Corn 
Laws)  granted  since  the  establishment  of  the  Universal  Penny 
Postage,  can  bear  comparison  with  the  advantages  the  abolition 
of  the  present  system  of  taxation  on  public  horse  power  in  Great 
Britain  will  ultimately  confer  on  the  commercial  trade  of  these 
kingdoms,  or  with  the  amount  of  prosperity  and  comfort  which  it  is 
calculated  to  ensure  to  all  classes  of  our  population. 

In  removing  restrictions  placed  upon  the  freedom  of  commerce, 
the  general  welfare  of  nations  is  promoted  :  by  the  relinquishment 
of  a  revenue  derived  from  the  public  conveyance  of  the  masses, 
relief  will  not  only  be  given  to  the  trader,  but  other  business  facilities 
will  be  increased,  and  the  links  of  interchange  of  communication 
between  man  and  man,  home,  kindred,  relatives  and  friends,  more 
closely  knit  together. 

The  present  tax  must  be  censured,  on  account  of  those  charac- 
teristic inequalities  and  anomalies  which  are  the  elements  of 
injustice  and  oppression  to  the  trader  ;  and  looked  at  in  a  popular 
light,  must  be  condemned,  because  dangerous  for  its  restrictive  and 
prohibitory  influence. 

There  is  a  positive  analogy  between  the  principles  which 
dictated  the  giving  up  of  a  revenue  from  the  carrying  of 
letters— and  those  for  abolishing  the  revenue  from  the  carrying 
of  persons.  The  legislature,  which  has  established  the  former 
principles,  has  partially  recognised  the  latter ;  and  it  is  to  obtain 
an  impartial  act  of  justice  that  the  movement  for  the  abolition 
of  these  duties  has  arisen. 

There  are  three  great  authorities  for  relieving  the  Stage  Carriage 
Trade  from  its  present  burthens: — Firstly,  we  have  the  late  Sir 
Robert  Peel ;  secondly,  the  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ;  and,  thirdly,  Mr.  McCulloch. 

A  most  powerful  reason  for  destroying  the  present  inequality 
of  "  taxation  on  public  conveyances,'"  'is  supplied  by  the  speech  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  1839. 

That  great  statesman  considered  that  "there  should  be  no 
inequality  of  taxation''''  of  public  conveyances  ;  and  if  the  House 
of  Commons  will  now  indorse  Sir  Robert's  opinion,  and  also  say 
"  there  shall  be  no  inequality  of  taxation  upon  such  convey- 
ances,"1 it  must  extinguish  the  duty  on  Stage  Carriages,  because 
those  vehicles  should  be  placed  on  the  same  equality  as  those  public 
conveyances  which  pay  no  duty  (A). 

Steam  _  Vessels  carrying  passengers,  are  an  important  item 
of  competition  with    horse  locomotives,    and   they  pay    no   dut- 

WHATEVER. 

Railway  Trains  (Parliamentary),  carrying  the  same  class  of 
passengers  as  Stage  Carriages  and  Omnibuses,  pay  no  duty. 

(.4)  These  letters  refer  to  papers  in  the  Appendix,  at  page  27. 
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It  is  these  cheap,  untaxed  trains  and  untaxed  steam  vessels 
that  are  the  primary  and  most  powerful  competitors  with  the  taxed 
Stage  Carriages  and  Omnibuses. 

The  reasons  why  the  Parliamentary  Railway  Trains  and 
Steam  Vessels  are  withheld  from  taxation  —  the  reasons  given 
by  Sir  Itobert  Peel  in  1842  for  abandoning  the  idea  of  con- 
tinuing to  raise  a  revenue  from  the  Post  Office,  and  which  caused 
the  establishment  of  the  universal  Penny  Post — and  the  reasons 
which  induced  Sir  R.  Peel  to  give  free  trade  to  Great  Britain, 
are  reasons  in  point,  why  the  taxation  should  be  abandoned  (Z?). 

This  duty,  though  it  presses  upon  the  trader,  owning  the 
vehicle,  so  oppressively,  the  more  seriously  and  inadequately, 
inasmuch  as  he  is  compelled  to  pay  the  tax,  whether  his  business 
is  a  loss  or  a  gain,  acts  practically  as  a  prohibitive  bar  to  the 
residents,  whether  of  the  middle  or  labouring  classes,  in  interme- 
diate districts,  enjoying  the  same  facilities  for  social  and  domestic 
intercourse  and  visits  between  themselves  and  their  families,  as 
transit  by  railway  gives  to  the  upper  classes  between  direct  points. 

The  legislature  has  granted  to  all,  the  blessings  of  an  Un- 
taxed Rail,  an  Untaxed  Steam  Boat, — and  what  is  now  asked 
for,  is  an  UNTAXED  COACH. 

But  Sir  Robert  Peel,  however  valuable  his  opinion  may  be,  and 
it  is  peculiarly  valuable  and  important  at  this  period,  is  not 
the  only  authority  in  favour  of  this  movement. 

In  the  year  1837,  when  railways  were  only  in  their  infancy, 
the  oppressive  and  anomalous  character  of  the  taxation  upon 
public  conveyances  induced  the  House  of  Commons  to  appoint 
a  select  committee  "  to  consider  whether  the  present  amount  of 
taxation  collected  on  internal  communication  and  various  modes  of 
travelling  may  not  be  levied  by  a  more  just  and  equitable 
apportionment  ;"  and  that  committee  reported  thus: 

"  Your  Committee  earnestly  recommend  the  Abolition  of  all 
"  Taxes  on  Public  Carriages,  and  on  carriages  generally,  at 
"  the  earliest  possible  period  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
"  financial  arrangements  of  the  country .,1  They  also  stated  their 
opinion  that  the  revenue  would  be  compensated  by  the  increased 
consumption  of  taxable  commodities,  while  the  inequality  would  be 
removed  (C). 

A  slight  reduction  was  made  four  years  afterwards,  by  altering 
the  graduated  scale  of  mileage  duty  then  paid,  to  the  present  fixed 
duty  of  three  half-pence  per  mile. 

If  the  suggestions  are  sound,  in  support  of  the  recommendation 
for  abolishing  a  revenue  which  we  will  show  was  then  yielding 
upwards  of  half-a-million  of  money,  surely  their  force  must  be 
increased  when  applied  to  the  present  revenue,  which  does  not  yield 
half  the  amount. 

In  the  Appendix(T))  will  be  found  a  list,  as  to  the  metropolitan 
trade,  which  will  illustrate  the  objects  of  indirect  taxation  under 
which  that  part  of  the  trade  labours,  and   evidence  the  extent   to 
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which  the  revenue  has  already  been  compensated  by  the  increased 
consumption  of  taxable  commodities,  direct  and  indirect. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  budget  (1853),  stated 
the  relief  then   proposed  to  be  granted  to  other  conveyances,  public 
and  private,  as  follows  : —  per    annum. 

Public  Hackney  Carriages,  duty  reduced    -         -  £26,000 
Public  Post  Horse,  and  Job  Horses  and  Carriages        54,000 
Private  Carriages     ------      87,000 

Private  Horses        ...---    1 18,000  (E) 

Here  we  have  no  less  a  sum  than  ^205,000  taken  off  Private, 
and  <£80,000  off  Public,  Conveyances,  being  £285,000  diminu- 
tion of  revenue  in  favor  of  the  carriages  of  the  upper  classes,  but 
nothing  granted  in  favor  of  the  Conveyances  of  the  middle  and 
labouring  classes,  Stage  Carriages  and  Omnibuses. 

If,  then,  Sir  Robert  Peel's  advice,  that  the  legislature  should 
not  allow  inequality  of  taxation  on  public  conveyances,  be  sound, 
these  reductions,  INCREASING  AS  THEY  MUST  THE 
INEQUALITY,  afford  stronger  reasons  for  the  total  Repeal  of 
the  Stage  Carriage  Duty. 

And,  if  taking  off  such  burthens  is  to  be  considered  as  an  instal- 
ment towards  carrying  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  partial  as  has  been  the  carrying 
out  of  a  report  which  went  to  all  conveyances  and  carriages 
generally — those  reasons  receive  additional  force,  when  applied  to 
the  remaining  unrelieved  item — Stage  Carriages.* 

Mr.  McCulloch  is  a  third  authority  against  the  existing  Tax. 
That  gentleman,  in  his  Treatise  on  Taxation,  1845,  alluding  to  the 
Stage  Carriage  and  the  above  duties  so  reduced  in  1853,  says : 

"  It  seems  very  difficult  to  vindicate  the  policy  of  these  Duties. 
Unlike  the  revenue  derived  from  Tolls,  no  part  of  their  produce  is 
appropriated  to  the  construction  and  repair  of  the  roads  :  and  notwith- 
standing it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  whatever  facilitates  the  inter- 
course between  different  parts  of  the  country  is  of  the  greatest 
advantage,  these  duties  make  it  more  expensive,  and,  consequently,  more 
limited  than  it  otherwise  would  be.  Taxes  so  opposed  to  the  plainest 
principles  and  most  desirable  results  should  be  gut  rid  of  as  soon  as 
practicable." 

The   taxation    upon  railways  is  only  to  the  extent  of   £5  for 

*  The  partiality  with  which  this  report,  recommending  the  "abolition  of  all  Taxes 
on  Public  Carriages  and  on  Carriages  generally,''  has  been  adopted,  and  the 
preference  given  to  the  Private  over  the  Public  Carriage  is  demonstrated  by  the 
leaving  out  of  the  Public  Stages  altogether  in  the  Recent  Budget  of  1853. 

The  following  figures  (Finance  Account.-,  1S52— 3)  will  show  the  Revenue  yielded 
by  these  Public  and  Private  Carriages 

Carriages  irrespective  of  Licences.  Revenue  1852—53.  Belief  1S52— 3. 

Hackney  Carriages  £84,556     0     0  £26.000 

Post  Horses  150,000  16     4  54,000 

Private  Carriages  407,222     3     8  87,000 

Private  Horses  373,245  13     1  118,000 

Stage  Carriages  218,142     7  llf  NOTHING 

(England  and  Scotland.) 
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every  -T100  received  in  fares  (exclusive  of  Parliamentary  Trains, 
which  are  not  taxed)  ;  and  the  total  revenue  derived  from  the 
lanes  in  England  and  Scotland  (Ireland  being  free)  in  1852-8 
was  .£280, 143,  which  must  be  considered  as  contributed  by 
the  upper  classes,  in  express  and  first  and  second  class  trains, 
to  whom,  in  1853,  as  before  shown,  relief  on  horse  conveyances  was 
granted  of  ^285,000,  while  the  Country  Stage  Carriages  and  London 
Omnibuses  have  had  no  relief  from  taxation  for  eleven  years: 
though  every  year  the  steam  system  has  been  extending  itself,  by 
land  and  water,  accommodating  every  suburb,  and  finally  it  has 
grown  up  into  the  very  centre  of  London. 

Competition  of  tawed  horse  power  against  untaxed  steam  power, 
or  even  partially  taxed  steam  power,  is  practically  impossible. 

M  You  shall  have  no  unequal  portion  of  taxes  to  contend  against," 
said  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  1839  "  Abolish  taxation  on  all  convey- 
ances," said  the  Select  Committee  of  1837,  when  railways  were 
in  their  infancy  ;  but  in  1853  railways  are  spread  like  a  net  all 
over  England,  and  the  inequalities  and  anomalies  of  taxation  on 
public  conveyances,  increasing  with  the  spread  of  commerce  and 
population,  are  these  : — 
Steam  Vessels  pay  no  duty  whatever; 

Railways  {cheap  penny-a-mile  trains),  pay  no  duty  whatever; 
Railway     Express    and    First    and    Second    class    trains,    pay 

a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  actual  fares  received  ; 
Stage    Carkiages  (London   Omnibuses  and   Country  Coaches) 

pay  a  fixed  duty  per  mile,  whether  they  get  passengers  or  not, 

varying  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  in  the  summer,  and  15  to  30  per 

cent,  in  the  winter  ! 

These  Stage  Carriages  are  taxed  in  proportion  to  the  other 
taxed  conveyances,  as  follows: — 

400  per  cent,  more  than  Express  and  First  and  Second  Class 
Railways ; 

400  per  cent,  more  than  Hackney  Carriages; 

400  per  cent,   more  than    Post    Horse  and  Job  Horses  and 
Carriages ;  and 

800  per  cent,  more  than  Gentlemen's  Carriages  and  Horses. 
And   the    London    Omnibus   owner,    the  English    Stage  Carriage 
proprietor,  and   the   Scotch  Stage  Coach    proprietor,  with  all   the 
competition   of   extensive  railway    accommodation,   pay    a   tax   on 
their  conveyances,  of  upwards  of 

1000  per  cent,  more  than  the  Dublin  Trade, 

with  only  a  limited  amount  of  railway  competition(F). 

With  what  justice  or  equity,  with  what  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  free-trade,  can  this  oppressive  impost  now  be  supported  ? 

To  understand  some  of  the  oppressive  effects  of  this  impost  upon 
the  Trader,  and  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  wholesale  suppression  of 
Public   Horse  accommodation  which  it  has  worked,  let  us  for  one 


moment  suppose  that  Steam  Vessels  were  taxed  in  proportion  to  the 
Stages ;  in  that  case  every  Gravesentl,  Woolwich  and  Greenwich 
Steamer  would  have  to  pay  a  Tax  of  about  i?12  per  week  ;  the  Boats 
plying  between  London  Bridge  and  Kew  about  <£J15  weekly  ;  and 
the  Steam  packets  between  England  and  Ireland  would  be  taxed 
per  voyage  from  £20  to  d£?30,  while  the  Ocean  Boats  to  India  and 
between  this  country  and  America  would,  for  every  trip,  have  to 
pay  from  i^300  to  1J500  for  Duties  ! ! ! 

Yet,  even  in  that  case,  Steam  would  have  advantages  over 
the  Horse,  for  there  are  no  road  tolls  on  the  sea.  It  would  almost 
seem  as  if  the  Inland  accommodation  between  short  points  was  to 
be  squeezed  insufferably,  whilst  the  larger  sphere  for  action  was  to 
be  left  untouched  ! 

What  would  have  become  of  the  Passenger  Trade  from  Ireland 
to  England,  if  such  a  Tax  had  existed  on  Steam  Vessels  ?  Under 
such  a  burthen,  would  not  the  transit  for  the  million  between 
Gravesend  and  Richmond,  on  the  Thames,  have  been  confined 
within  the  most  narrow  limits  ?  Who  would  have  heard  of  a 
penny  ride  from  London  Bridge  to  Westminster,  or  a  ninepenny 
trip  to  Gravesend  ? 

It  is  the  freedom  from  Taxation  which  has  made  Steam  ac- 
commodation so  extensive  and  cheap  as  it  is ;  and  if  our  Govern- 
ment would  extend  the  same  liberal  policy  to  Horse  Locomotives, 
an  amount  of  public  conveyance  for  all  classes  would  spring  up  on 
land,  in  an  equal  ratio  to  that  existing  by  water. 

One  of  the  many  benefits  of  an  abolition  of  the  tax,  would 
be,  as  remarked  in  the  opening,  the  addition  of  another  im- 
portant link  in  the  chain  of  domestic  and  social  comfort,  by  pro- 
moting the  rapid,  cheap  and  steady  intercourse  between  parents 
and  children,  kindred  and  relations,  and  between  country  towns  and 
villages,  materially  increasing  facilities  to  local  commercial  pursuits, 
giving  extra  employment  to  the  industrial  classes  engaged  in  the 
daily  traffic  of  a  stage  coach,  besides  the  impetus  given  to  persons 
engaged  in  the  branches  of  Coach  Building — Smith,  Harness 
Maker,  Farrier,  Wheelright,  &c.(67) 

In  the  London  Trade,  the  effects  of  the  tax  will  be  felt  in 
the  coming  winter.  A  reduction  in  the  working  number  of 
Omnibuses  has  already  commenced,  and,  it  is  calculated,  will  end  in 
the  throwing  out  of  employ  of  several  hundred  men,  whilst  there 
must  be  a  corresponding  reduction  of  duty.  Now  had  the  duty 
been  taken  off,  these  Omnibuses  could  have  been  maintained  on  the 
road  at  the  recent  cheap  fares,  notwithstanding  the  price  of  pro- 
visions ;  but  with  such  a  tax,  and  rise  in  the  price  of  fodder,  it 
is  impossible  to  keep  them  on  the  road. 

We  will  now  quote  another  instance,  to  show  that  the  tax  con- 
tinues slowly  to  work  injuriously  in  the  country.  This  is  supplied 
by  the  Revenue  returns. 
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In  1 850  the  Mileage  and  Licence  Duties  for  the 

Country  Distriets  (England)  were      .     .     .     £70,845     7     0 

In  1852-3  they  were 73,903  19    4 

Being  a  deficiency,  in  1832-3,  as  compared 
with  1850,  of £2,941    7    8* 

In  the  metropolis,   too,  tha  increase  of  revenue,  which  in  1851 

was  i'7897  over  the  revenue  of  1850,  was,  as  to  mileage  duties,  in 
1852-3,  only  £611  over  the  returns  of  1851-2;  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  account  between  1833-4  will  exhibit  no  more  favorable 
aspect. 

The  previously  rapid  and  now  continued  decrease  of  revenue 
from  the  country,  and  the  almost  stationary  character  of  it  in  the 
metropolis,  are  all  evidences  against  the  policy  of  maintaining  the 
impost. 

But  we  are  struck  with  the  tacit  opinion  which  the  government  in 
1853  expressed  against  the  principle  upon  which  this  Stage  Carriage 
Duty  is  now  obtained  from  the  English  and  Scotch  traders — for  it 
said  to  the  Dublin  proprietors,  "we  will  fix  a  small  annual  licence, 
■which  you  shall  pay,  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  the  Dublin 
public,  and  upon  payment  of  that  annual  licence,  you  shall  go 
as  many  miles  as  you  like,  and  you  shall  have  no  mileage  dutv 
to  contend  against;'"  and  the  government  went  further,  much 
further — they  held  out  hopes  to  the  Dublin  trade  that  they  would 
either  abolish  even  this  duty,  or  reduce  it. 

And  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  last  year,  under  which 
the  Dublin  Trade  in  stage  carriages  and  omnibuses  is  subject  only 
to  a  Revenue  Duty  of  i?8  each  vehicle,  and  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
has  a  discretionary  power  to  remit  that  duty,  or  a  portion  of  it  !  !  ! 

This  <£\S  must  be  taken  as  a  mere  nominal  figure.  It  is 
not  wished  to  be  invidious,  by  drawing  a  comparison  between  the 
trade  of  the  two  countries,  but  it  is  pertinent  to  observe  that 
the  railway  net-work  existing  in  England  is  not  so  tight  or 
close  in  Ireland;  and  though  we  are  glad  to  see  the  Dublin 
trade  unfettered,  as  it  ought  to  be,  we  hope  that  the  partiality 
existing,  nv  which  England  and  Scotland  ake  to  be  taxed 
1000  pee  cent,   moke  than  Ireland,  will  he  discountenanced. 

Let  us  now  look  at  what  was  the  income  derived  from  Stage 
Carriages  when  the  Committee  made  their  Report  in  1837,  recom- 
mending the  giving  up  of  such  revenue,  and  then  see  what  the 
same  class  of  conveyances  at  present  pay: 


*  T  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Sir  J.  V.  Shelley,  Bart.,  M.P.,  for  obtaining  the 
return  which  gives  these  figures. 


1837, 

£        *.  a. 

Mileage  .     .  503,742  14  %\ 

Licence  .     .     20,113  1G  0 

£523,856  It)  8± 


Recommended  by  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  1837,  to  be 
ENTIRELY  ABOLISHED. 


1852. 
Country'Mileage  67,224     3  4 
Licence    .     .     .     6,679  16  0 

£73,903  19  4 

Paid  in  the  Metropolis,  of 
which  about  nine-tenths  are  for 
Omnibuses — 

Mileage      .     .  136,318  16  3 
Licence  .     .     .       4,663  19  0 

£140,982  15~3 

Being     .     .     £214,886  14  7 

ASKED  TO  BE  ABOLISHED 


By  these  figures  it  will  be  noted  that  the  revenue  from  Stage 
Carriages,  which  was  in  1837,  at  the  time  of  the  advised  abolition, 
upwards  of  half-a-million,  has  dwindled  down,  in  1853,  to  less 
than  one-half.  The  liberality  with  which  Railways  are  taxed,  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  they  only  produce  about  half  the  amount 
yielded  by  the  old  Coaches*,  though  it  it  is  well  known  the  numbers 
travelling  are  greatly  multiplied.  The  revenue  given  for  the 
metropolis  includes  the  sums  paid  for  the  Omnibuses  and  such 
Stage  Carriages,  the  licences  and  duties  for  which  are  paid  in 
London  : 

By  the  two  totals     .     .     .  £523,856  10     8£ 

214,886  14     7 


£308,969  16     \\ 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  prayer  for  the  abolition  of  these 
duties  and  licences  is  £308,969  16s  \\d.  less  than  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Select  Committee,  in  1837. 

It  is  then  again  asked,  if  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  recommend  the  abolition 
of  half-a-million  of  revenue  in  1837,  and  that  before  the  railway 
system  had  such  a  depressing  operation  on  conveyance  by  horse 
power,  were  good,  is  not  the  proposition  now  made — after  Free 
Trade  has  been  given  by  the  British  Parliament,  a  Penny  Post 
established,  when  the  Dublin  Tradesman  only  pays  £8,  and 
the  London  Trader  £80  to  £100  per  annum,  and  relief  granted 
from  burthens  upon  the  conveyances  of  the  more  wealthy  classes, 
to  abolish  a  revenue,  amounting  to  not  half  what  it  was  in  1837, 
equitable  and  just  ? 

And  is  it  not  the  more  proper  to  be  abolished  after  the  au- 
thority of  Sir  Robert  Peel  that  there  should  be  no  inequality  of 
taxation,    when   not   only  the  greatest  inequalities   but  the    most 


*  Old  Coach  Revenue,  £-323,856— Present  Rail,  £280,143. 


10 

dangerous  anomalies  prevail  in  the  present  mode  of  levying  such 
taxation,  which  are  increased  by  the  reductions  granted  in  1853  ? 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Select  Committee  in  1837,  and  abolish  the  existing 
mileage  duty  on  Stage  Carriages,  and  that  the  opinion  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel  will  have  its  weight  in  inducing  Parliament  to  say,  that  the 
Stage  Carriage  Proprietors  "  shall  have  no  unequal  portion  of  taxes 
to  contend  against.11 

The  preceding  Observations  were  read  at  a  Meeting  in  September  1853, 
and  formed  the  First  Edition  of  this  Tract,  since  which  period 
the  Evidence  following  has  been  collected  and  added. 


ADDENDA. 

Since  the  first  edition  of  this  little  tract  was  issued,  the 
Committee  now  formed  for  the  Abolition  of  the  present  Taxation  on 
Stage  Carriages,  have  received,  from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
the  strongest  demonstrative  evidence,  not  only  as  to  the  sup- 
pressive effects  which  the  system  has  worked  in  discontinuing 
Country  Stages,  but  facts  showing  the  oppression  upon  the 
trade,  from  its  inequalities  and  anomalies,  and  also  the  opinions  of 
practical  men,  that  if  the  Duty  were  abolished,  or  materially  reduced, 
a  vast  amount  of  accommodation  would  be  supplied  to  the  public 
which  cannot  now  be  given. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  correspondence,  as  illustrations 
in  point,  formed  Paper  No.  5,  submitted  by  the  Committee  to  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

1.  Mr.  William  Sheldon,  of  Windermere,  states: — 
"  I  had   to    discontinue    a   Coach   from    Windermere  to  Ulverstone, 
in   1 848,    on  account  of   the  heavy  Duty :    also,    last    year,    one   from 
Ambleside  to  Broughton,  in  Furness ;    on  both  of  which  roads   I   could 

have  accommodated  the  public  had  a  remission  of  Duties  taken  place. 
****** 

"  It  seemed,  by  remitting  the  Post  Masters'  Duties  and  not  the  Stage 
Carriages,  as  if  a  nobleman  coming  to  visit  the  Lake  District,  and 
wanting  four  posters,  was  to  be  relieved  from  Duty ;  but  a  servant  going 
to  her  situation,  wanting  a  cheap  ride,  was  not  to  be  relieved.  Is  this 
Justice  ? 

****** 

"  I  do  not  compete  with  railways  in  my  trade,  but  work  in  connexion 
with  them,  in  Summer  seasons  doing  upwards  of  500  miles  daily,  and 
in  Winter  100  miles  daily;  the  latter  with  very  little  traffic,  merely  to 
keep  the  business  together ;  yet  in  this  little  Winter  business  we  find  the 
Duties  30  per  cent,  on  our  receipts;  and  I  may  say,  in  some  cases, 
more  ! 

"  The  four  Stage  Coaches  I  work,  show  on  the  gross  receipts  the 
following  per  centage  : 
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"  The  three  Coaches  working  the  mails  between  Cockermouth  and 
Windermere,  and  Windermere  and  Keswich,  show  a  per  centage  of  Duty 
of  about  1(3  per  cent,  on  the  earnings,  from  May  1852  to  May  1853. 

"  The  Grasmere  and  Windermere  Coach,  for  the  same  period,  about 
25  per  cent,  on  the  earnings,  though  this  Coach  only  travels  18  miles." 

2.  Mr.  Partridge,  Cambridge,  states  that  he  has  been  obliged  to 
discontinue  his  Coach  between  Cambridge  and  Bedfoid,  and  adds  : — 

"  And  certainly  had  it  not  been  for  the  Duty,  7*-  ®d.  per  day,  30  miles 
each  way,  I  should  have  kept  it  on." 

3.  Mr.  James  Martin,  of  the  Eagle,  Maidstone  Coach,  states : — 
"  There  have  been  six  Four-horse  Coaches  discontinued  running  from 

this  place,  in  consequence  of  railway  competition,  but  two  or  three  of 
them  might  have  been  kept  on  the  road,  if  there  had  been  no  Tax.  I 
have  gone  through  my  earnings  for  my  Coach,  and  find  I  have  paid  in 
Duty  upwards  of  12  per  cent.,  even  on  my  reduced  fares — being,  for. 
outside  4s.,  exactly  the  price  charged  by  the  Untaxed  Parliamentary 
Train  of  the  South  Eastern  Railway.  For  this  Train,  which  competes 
against  my  Coach,  the  Revenue  gets  nothing,  while  I  was  charged  last 
year,  in  Mileage  Duties,  for  my  Stage,  £140  8s.  But  now,  owing  to  the 
reduction  of  Duty  on  the  Post  Horses,  a  further  inroad  will  be  made 
upon  our  trade. 

"  I  have  nearly  completed  30  years  from  this  place  in  Coaching,  and 
the  profit  arising  from  my  business,  instead  of  coming  to  my  family,  has 
been  paid,  in  the  shape  of  Duty,  to  the  Government,  to  the  amount  of 
several  thousand  pounds  ;  and  I  feel  it  very  hard  now,  that  our  heavy  and 
unequal  Taxation  should  be  thus  increased  by  giving  advantages  to  the 
Post  Horse  and  Flymen,  and  withholding  it  from  us." 

4.  Mr.  John  Hulbert,  Bath,  writes: — 

"  An  Omnibus  running  from  this  City  to  Trowbridge,  20  miles  daily, 
is  this  week  (1st  Nov.)  discontinued,  on  account  of  expenses  of  Duty, 
and  Tolls. 

"  The  Rocket  Coach  from  Bath  to  Salisbury  has  run  for  forty  years, 
but  is  given  up  this  year.  It  is  impossible  for  a  Taxed  Coach  to  compete 
against  an  untaxed  Train.  If  the  Taxes  were  equal,  the  Coach  would 
remain. 

"  Three  Coaches  ran  from  Bath  to  Warminster  (making,  with  the 
Rocket,  four  Coaches),  these  are  also  given  up.  It  is  the  unjust  Tax 
which  has  done  this. 

"  The  Wellington  Coach  ran  from  Bath  to  Poole,  now  it  stops  short 
at  Winborne,  for  it  cannot  compete  with  the  rail.  The  Tax  here,  again, 
is  the  greater  opponent  than  the  steam. 

"  The  Royal  Mail  to  Weymouth  is  now  on  its  last  legs,  and  only  lives 
in  hope  of  the  Tax  bein^r  taken  off,  to  be  continued  running.  Give 
Horse  power  fair  play  and  equal  justice,  and  it  will  still  have  part  of  the 
conveyance. 

"  The  Star,  Hungerford  and  Devizes  Coach,  now  only  runs  half  its 
distance  :  but  it  could  run  right  thioucjh,  if  there  was  no  Tax. 

"  A  Coach  runs  between  Bath  and  Bristol,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  neighbourhood.  The  Rail  pays  no  Tax,  but  the  Coach  pays  between 
15  to  20  per  cent,  on  its  earnings. 
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"  Here  is  another  instance  of  the  gross  injustice  of  the  present 
system  of  Taxation. — The  Railway  Parliamentary  Trains  are  not  Taxed ; 
but  in  one  year,  for  giving  accommodation  between  Bath  and  Weymouth, 
we  were  Taxed  £259  16s.  in  Mileage  Duties  and  Licences  for  Two 
Coaches— to  say  nothing  of  the  Tolls  on  the  road." 

5.  Messrs.  Bosley,  of  Hereford,  state  : — 

"That  they  were  connected  with  Coaches  working  nearly  1000  miles 
per  day  in  April  last,  which  is  now  reduced  to  less  than  half;  and  they 
are  fearful  even  of  that  portion  being  further  reduced,  unless  some  relief 
be  afforded,  to  enable  them  to  carry  at  a  small  remunerative  profit." 

6.  Mr.  Colpith,  Newcastle,  says : — 

"  He  had  to  give  over  running  a  Coach  to  Morpeth,  on  account  of  the 
Duty  being  so  heavy  ;  and  the  taxed  Coach  he  now  runs,  charges  only 
1*.  6d.  outside,  against  the  Untaxed  Train  of  Is.  Jd."  Another  striking 
evidence  of  the  injustice  of  the  existing  Tax. 

7.  Mr.  Wicks,  of  the  Bell  Hotel,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  states  :— 
"  That  the  Coach  from    Bury  to  Newmarket,  running  only  28  miles, 

was  taxed,  between   September  1852  and  September  1853,  upwards  of 
16 per  cent,  on  its  earnings" 

8.  Messrs.  West  and  Co.,  Sheffield,  Coach  Builders,  &c,  are  of 
opinion  : 

"  That  a  reduction  of  Duty  would  create  such  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  vehicles  as  must  yield  a  sum  exceeding  the  present  Revenue.  They 
say  the  town  of  Rotherham  in  their  neighbourhood,  containing  11,000 
inhabitants,  would  be  glad  of  the  accommodation  of  public  convey- 
ances, but  the  Duty  is  so  heavy  that  the  Post  Office  is  obliged  to  pay 
the  amount  for  a  conveyance." 

9.  Mr.  Wrightson,  Darlington,  states : 

"  That  his  Coach  from  Darlington  to  Barnard  Castle,  throughout  the 
year,  has  been  paying  a  Duty  amounting  to  within  a  fraction  of  15  per 
cent." 

10.  Mr.  Jas.  Thackray,  York,  states: — 

"  That  he  runs  two  small  Omnibuses  between  York  and  the  Railway 
about  a  mile  each  journey  ten  or  eleven  times  each  per  day  supplying 
untaxed  trains.  His  small  omnibuses  were  charged  from  April  5,  1852, 
to  April  5,  1853,  in  mileage  duty  near  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  consequence 
of  such  a  per  centage  of  tax  is,  that  these  two  Omnibuses  are  an  annual 
loss  to  him  of  £'70,  which  his  other  property  has  to  make  good." 

11.  Mr.  Edward  Gooderham,  Guildford,  says  : — ■ 

"  I  used  formerly  to  keep  in  my  employ  for  Public  Stage  Carriages 
alone  one  hundred  horses.  I  now  keep  three  only  ;  they  travel  fourteen 
miles  daily,  and  the  receipts  from  Oct.  5,  1852,  to  Oct.  5,  1853,  were 
£78,  out  of  which  I  paid  £30  9s.  duty.  45  per  cent,  taxation."  This 
Omnibus  is  kept  up  by  Mr.  Gooderham  for  his  Inn,  and  is  an  annual  loss, 
he  says,  of  £00  per  annum  to  him.  From  this  and  other  similar  circum- 
stances it  is  plain  a  number  of  such  conveyances  would  be  kept  by 
Inn  and  Hotel  keepers  and  others." 
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12.  Messrs.  W.  Penfound  and  Son,  Proprietors  of  Stage  Coaches, 
Exeter,  state:  — 

"  One  of  their  Coaches  from  Exeter  to  Budleigh  Salterton,  paid  a  yearly 
taxation  of  12f  per  cent.  A  second  Exeter  to  Dorchester  of  10  per  cent., 
and  a  third  between  Exeter  and  Truro  of  1(H  per  cent.  They  state  that 
excessive  taxation  has  caused  Vehicles  to  be  discontinued  ;  and  if  the 
duty  had  been  reduced,  a  Coach  between  Truro  and  Exeter  would  still 
have  been  kept  on." 

13.  Mr.  Townshend,  London  Hotel,  Devonport,  says : — 

"  I  would  beg  to  remark  that  the  present  excessive  impost  on  Stage 
Carriages  prevents  the  immediate  establishment  of  more  conveyances 
between  this  and  Falmouth,  the  travelling  public  being  most  inad  quately 
accommodated.  Two  Coaches  also  between  here  and  Exeter  would  still 
have  been  on  the  road  if  this  tax  were  removed,  or  materially  reduced." 

14.  Mr.  Townshend  has  two  Omnibuses  from  Devonport  to  Plymouth, 
travelling  forty-eight  and  forty-two  miles  daily,  and  between  8th  of  August 
and  3l*i  of  Oct.  in  this  year  paid  a  taxation  of  16^  per  cent,  in  mileage 
duties. 

15.  Mr.  Thomas  White,  Proprietor  of  'The  Times,  Coach, 
Yeovil  to  Frome,  fifty-four  miles,  states: — 

"  That  the  mileage  duties  on  the  working  this  Coach  have  been  most 
severe,  sometimes  being  15  per  cent,  on  his  receipts,  and  at  other  times 
as  much  as  20  per  cent.  The  rail  has  materially  injured  it,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  lines  in  that  district  will  do  it  more  serious  harm." 

16.  Mr.  W.  Moye,  Halstead,  states: — 

"  My  Sudbury  and  Kelvedon  Coach  was  discontinued  in  consequence 
of  Railway  competition  and  excessive  taxation,  but  I  should  have  re- 
tamed  it  had  the  present  taxes  been  reduced ;  and  I  have  now  another 
Coach  to  Braintree,  which  though  it  runs  only  28  miles  daily,  is  taxed 
16  per  cent,  on  receipts." 

17.  Mr.  Charles  Marshall,  Aberystwith,  Proprietor  of  Four  Royal 
Mail  Coaches,  being  those  between  Aberystwith  and  Shrewsbury, 
and  between  Aberystwith  and  Gloucester,  states : — 

"That  the  Mileage  Duty  paid  on  these  Coaches,  from  September  1852, 
to  September  1853,  amounted  to  the  following  per  centage  on  receipts. 

The  Shrewsbury  Mail lOf  per  cent. 

The  Gloucester  Mail 13|       „ 

These  per  centages  are  on  the  Gross  Receipts  (including  allowances 
for  the  Mail  Bags),  and  it  will  be  noted  the  Mails  go  Toll  free." 

18.  Messrs.  Wylie  and  Lockhead,  Glasgow,  state  : — 

"That  an  Omnibus  plied  between  Glasgow  and  Bowling,  but  was  dis- 
continued after  incurring  considerable  loss,  though  much  wanted  in  the 
locality.  One  of  their  long  Stage  (fare  being  Is.)  Omnibuses  for  one 
year  travelling  part  of  the  period  22  miles,  and  the  rest  44,  was  taxed 
nearly  12  per  cent,  on  receipts."  They  say  the  steamers  which  oppose 
their  trade,  are  "just  floating  Inns,"  and  are  exempt. 

19-  Mr.  James  Haxell,  Ipswich,  says  : — 

"  That  be  thinks  taking  the  Duty  off  Post  Horses  and  not  Stages 
a  great  injustice,  as  the  former  only  paid  duty  when  some  one  travelled, 
but  the  Coaches  paid  if  they  did  not  get   a  passenger.     He  can  speak 
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to  a  ease  within  his  knowledge,  where  a  Post  Chaise  was  engaged  to 
cany  five  passengers  24  miles  for  3s.  6d.  each,  at  the  same  time  that 
I  Coach  went  the  same  road  without  a  passenger.  Indeed,  all  description 
of  Carriages  carry  passengers  against  the  Coach." 

20.  Mr.  Shortridge,  a  gentleman  at  Sheffield — 

"  Has  run  an  Omnibus  to  and  from  that  town  to  Heeley,  for  two 
years,  at  a  great  loss.  The  same  Omnibus  was  tried  by  two  other 
persons  previously,  but  both  had  to  drop  it ;  but  Mr.  Shortridge,  being 
a  gentleman  of  fortune,  does  not  give  the  vehicle  up,  because  he  can  afford 
to  keep  it  on.  There  are  others  at  Sheffield  who  have  tried  conveyances, 
but  have  failed  ;  a  few  hang  on  in  hope  of  a  reduction,  which 
they  expected  would  have  taken  place  when  the  Post  Horse  Duty  was 
settled."  (This  information  is  also  supplied  by  Messrs.  AVest  &  Co., 
Coach  Builders,  Sheffield.) 

21.  Mr.  Fraser,  Dumfries,  a  Proprietor  who  has  had  considerable 
experience  in  this  Trade,  and  has  been  twice  Provost  of  that  Town, 
communicates  the  following  : — 

"  He  concurs  fully  with  the  Committee,  that  something  should  be  done 
to  obtain  relief  from  that  severe  drawback  on  Trade — the  Stage  Carriage 
Duty.  The  relief  granted  on  the  Post  Horse  Duty  on  the  10th  October, 
was,  comparatively,  no  boon  to  this  district,  as  it  came  only  when  posting 
was  almost  finished  here  by  the  Railways,  and  the  Coaches  which  have 
been  laid  off  by  their  means  were,  The  Edinburgh  Mail,  the  Edinburgh 
Heavy  Coach,  the  Carlisle  Mail,  the  Carlisle  Heavy  Coach,  the  Standard 
Coach  between  Dumfries  and  Glasgow,  and  the  Ayr  Coach.  The  Coaches 
which  would  have  been  running,  had  it  not  have  been  for  the  heavy 
Duty,  are  the  Auchencairn  and  Douglas  Hall  Coaches,  and  the  Dumfries, 
Kirkbeam,  and  Caulkerbush  Coach." — These  facts  are  as  far  as  Mr.  Fraser 
is  himself  personally  interested. 

22.  Mr.  Body,  Padstow,  states  :— 

"  That  March  last,  an  Omnibus  which  ran  between  Padstow  and  Ply- 
mouth twice  a-week,  was  given  uj)  because  the  Mileage  and  Duty  was 
so  great.  That  there  was  another  Omnibus  which  shared  a  worse 
fate ;  the  Proprietor  of  it  was  ruined,  and  fled  to  America,  and  the 
Inland  Revenue  never  got  the  Duty." 

23.  Mr.  W.  Radmore,  Globe  Hotel,  Plymouth,  states : — 

"  That  an  Omnibus  from  Plymouth  to  Devonport,  pays  nearly  one 
sixth  of  its  earnings  in  Mileage  Duties.  He  is  of  opinion  that  a  prepaid 
graduated  Duty,  say  from  <£10  to  £15  per  annum,  for  a  Carriage  running 
thirty  miles,  would  lead  to  an  immediate  increase  of  these  vehicles  in 
Plymouth,  of  from  four  to  five  times  within  his  own  experience." 

24.  Mr.  Andrew  Menzies,  Proprietor  of  several  Public  Carriages 
at  Glasgow,  states : — 

"  That  most  of  his  Omnibuses  run  in  the  City  of  Glasgow,  at  least  one 
thousand  miles  daily.  To  show  the  nature  of  the  Tax,  as  it  affects 
the  Glasgow  Trade,  he  has  taken  the  receipts  of  an  Omnibus  between 
Glasgow  and  Sjuin^burn,  from  the  14th  of  March  to  the  12th  of 
November,  1853,  which  competes  on  its  road  with  the  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  Railway,  and  he  finds  the  Tax  is  upwards  of  £14  per  cent, 
on  his  receipts  " 
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25.  Messrs.  Bastin  and  Gifford,  Exmouth,  state: — 

"  That  since  the  opening  of  the  South  Devon  Line,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Ex,  their  Coach  to  Exeter  has  entailed  a  serious  loss  to  them. 
That  they  carry  passengers  the  ten  miles  for  one  shilling  each.  This 
Coach  is  one  which  is  competing  with  an  untaxed  system  of  Railway, 
and  it  must,  it  is  feared,  he  discontinued  if  the  present  Tax  remain." 

26.  Mr.  Walter  Cobley,  Worcester,  states : — 

"That  the  crushing  influence  of  Railways  has  completely  borne  down 
the  Trade,  which  must  now  be  confined  in  the  country  to  Coaches 
working  to  and  from  the  principal  towns  and  stations,  to  towns  and 
villages  not  yet  served  by  Railway,  and  also  in  cases  where  the  main 
Lines  are  distant  from  a  long  line  of  road  leaving  a  sufficient  local  traffic 
for  Stage  Carriages. 

"  Such  being  the  case,  the  late  repeal  of  the  Post  Horse  Duties,  place 
all  such  conveyances  at  such  a  manifest  disadvantage,  both  to  the  Public 
and  to  the  Owners,  that  the  Duties  on  the  one  having  been  conceded, 
it  can  hardly  be  supposed  the  other  can  be  denied." 

27.  Mr.  Campbell,  Omnibus  Proprietor,  Nottingham,  states: — 

"  That  they  could  start  Omnibuses  to  places  out  of  Nottingham,  if 
there  was  no  Duty." 

28.  Mr.  Richard  Griffiths,  Queen's  Ferry,  near  Chester,  says : — 
"  I   have  three  Omnibuses,  one  of  which  runs  from  Ruthin  to  Mold 

Station,  and  another  from  Mold  hy  Queen's  Ferry  to  Chester,  and 
likewise  another  from  Denbigh  by  Holywell  to  Sutton  Station,  Liverpool. 
My  Omnibuses  run  about  100  miles  daily,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
present  unjust  and  unequal  mode  of  Taxation,  I  am  obliged  to  pay 
£15  per  cent,  upon  my  present  amount  of  gross  receipts. 

*'  In  consequence  of  being  obliged  to  convey  passengers  at  the  rate 
of  one  Penny  per  mile  on  one  part  of  the  road,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
discontinue  this  part  of  the  running,  unless  immediate  steps  are  taken 
to  abolish,  or  greatly  reduce  the  present  unjust  system  of  Taxation,  which 
will  be  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  public  generally  in  this  locality." 

29-  Mr.  Teather,  Keswick,  says  : — 

"  That  he  thinks  the  Post  Masters'  Licence  ought  to  enable  the  owner 
to  carry  the  Public,  how  and  in  what  manner  he  pleases.  He  allude3 
to  the  remarkable  anomaly  which  exists  in  his  case,  the  same  as  it 
does  in  many  others,  namely  :  that  in  the  season  the  Coaches  are 
worked  with  the  same  horses  which  work  the  Post  Chaises  at  other 
periods,  so  that  after  paying  for  a  Licence  to  run  horses  in  Post  Chaises, 
when  they  put  them  into  a  Coach  they  are  obliged  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional Mileage  Duty." 

SO.  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Buckingham,  states: — 

"That  he  has  an  Omnibus  working  from  the  Railway  Station  to 
his  Hotel,  the  Omnibus  fare  is  only  3(/.,  and  the  distance  one  mile,  and 
if  he  only  gets  one  passenger  he  has  to  pay  half  his  fare  in  the  Tax, 
leaving  him  \\d.  only  for  Omnibus  wear  and  tear,  horse  and  harness, 
as  well  as  the  Driver's  wages.'"  This  case  is  a  small  one,  but  it  is  a 
hardship  inflicted  through  the  cruel  system. 
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31.  Messrs.  William  and  James  Bosley,  Green  Dragon,  Hereford, 
state  :  — 

"  That  to  illustrate  the  working  of  the  present  Tax,  they  have  taken 
an  account  of  four  weeks'  earnings  of  seven  Coaches,  with  which  they  are 
connected.     The  following  is  the  result  : 

1.  Brecon  Coach  travels  70  miles,  Taxation  abt.  25  per  ct.  on  receipts. 
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The  Coaches  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4,  upon  which  such  a  small  Tax  appears, 
do  not  at  present  compete  with  Railways,  but  will  shortly,  as  the  lines 
are  being  made  to  those  places. 

"  It  will  be  noted  that  upon  one  Worcester  Coach  the  Tax  is  9  per 
cent,  for  this  month,  while  upon  the  other  it  is  13^  per  cent.,  which 
is  another  instance  of  the  impolicy  of  maintaining  the  present  system 
of  Duties. 

"  The  Gloucester  Coach  competes  with  a  Railway  12  miles  out  of 
30,  hence  the  heavy  per  centage.  The  total  receipts  of  this  Stage  was 
<£1R  10s.  3r/.  for  the  four  weeks  it  travelled  720  miles!  and  the  Tax 
of  £4  10s.  had  to  be  paid  out  of  those  receipts,  leaving  £14  6s.  3d. 
to  the  Proprietor,  for  horsing  a  Public  Stage  720  miles,  paying  Tolls, 
Coachmen's  Wages,  &c,  a  little  more  than  \\d.  per  mile. 

"  Five  of  these  Coaches  will  have  to  be  discontinued  if  some  relief 
be  not  granted." 

*32.  Mr.  Thos.  R.Townshend,  London  Hotel, Devonport, says : — 
"I  may  state  positively  that  by  the  institution  of  an  annual  Licence, 
not  exceeding  10s.  per  Mile,  for  the  present  Duties,  two  Stage  Carriages 
or  Omnibuses,  between  this  and  Exeter,  a  distance  of  50  miles  (at  present 
without  any)  ;  two  additional  ones  between  this  and  Truro  (52  miles); 
also  one  additional  between  Exeter  and  Truro  (90  miles),  might  be  sup- 
ported ;  and  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  at  least  twenty  vehicles 
running  between  Plymouth,  Tavistock,  Plympton,  Ivybridge,  Modbury, 
the  North  of  Devon  and  Cornwall,  which  do  not  make  any  return  of  duty, 
but  carrying  passengers,  parcels,  &c." 

33.  Mr.  C.  S.  Ward,  Mail  Contractor,  Plymouth,  says : — 

"  His  opinion  is,  the  increase,  from  the  adoption  of  a  graduated  annual 
Licence,  would  be  very  great ;  that  many  Omnibuses  and  Vans  evade 
the  Duty,  l>y  professing  to  travel  less  than  four  miles  per  hour." 

34.  Mr.  John  Avent,  Devonport,  states : — 

"  That  the  number  of  carriages  for  conveying  passengers  in  this  district 
would  be  increased  if  such  Licence  were  substituted  for  Mileage. 
That  there  are  vehicles  on  the  Cornish  road,  carrying  passengers  without 
paying  Mileage  Duty." 

*  Statement  No.  32  and  following,  were  submitted  in  February  1854,  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  together  with  the  Tabular  Account. 
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35.  Mr.  Wm.  Pritchard,  White  Hart  Inn,  Plymouth,  states : — 
"I  should  think  that  there  are  at  least  twenty  carriages    of   various 

descriptions  on  different  roads,  conveying  passengers  from  this  town,  not 
paying  Mileage  Duty.'' 

36.  Mr.  Samuel  Southcote,  Bude  Hotel,  Exeter,  is  of  opinion 

"  That  if  the  Duty  remains,  the  Mail  to  Bade  cannot  he  much  longer 
kept  on.  That  Mail  shows  a  Tax  of  upwards  of  20  per  cent,  on  receipts ; 
and  after  including  the  Post  Office  allowance,  more  than  15  per  cent." 
and  states, 

"  That  the  Mileage  Duties  are  now  evaded  once  a  week  42  miles,  and 
twice  a  week  28  miles,  by  an  Omnibus." 

37.  Mr.  Lockie,  Sunderland,  says  : — 

"  His  Coach,  running  312  miles  weekly,  will  have  to  be  discontinued, 
if  the  Trade  be  not  better ;  but  if  a  tax  of  10s.  a  mile  were  levied, 
he  could  keep  it  on,  and  that  there  would  be  an  increase  of  daily 
Coaches  between  Sunderland  and  Shields,  and  between  Sunderland  and. 
Gateshead." 

38.  Mr.  Teather,  Keswick,  says  :  — 

"  That  the  Penrith  and  Keswick  Mail  could  not  now  live,  but  from  its 
being  worked  by  the  Post-Masters  Extra  Stock,  and  the  Mail  Bags 
exempting  it  from  Toll ;  and  that  many  people  on  Market  days  travel 
between  neighbouring  Market  Towns  in  Hucksters'  and  Millers'  Carts." 

39.  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Davidson,  Perth,  says  : — 

"  We  should  think  a  considerable  increase  would  (in  the  event  of  a  Licence 
of  10s.  per  mile  being  substituted  for  the  present  duty)  ensue  in  Omnibuses 
to  the  villages  within  a  few  miles  of  Perth :  the  present  high  duty 
quite  shuts  up  this  trade.  In  fixing  any  rate  of  Duty  care  should  by 
taken  to  make  a  difference  in  favor  of  one-horse  Mail  Carts  carrying 
passengers." 

40.  Mr.  Wm.  Brown,  Coach  Builder,  Preston,  writes  : — 

"  In  this  town  we  have  a  most  striking  proof  of  the  present  grievous 
Tax.  Though  the  amount  of  our  population  now  exceeds  80,000,  we 
have  not  one  Public  Omnibus — there  is  a  fine  field  for  at  least  half-a-dozen. 

"Preston  is  distant  from  Lytham,  10  miles,  Blackpool,  18,  Fleet- 
wood, 20  (all  beautiful  bathing  places),  Lancaster,  20,  Blackburn,  9, 
Liverpool,  30,  Manchester,  30,  Chorly,  10,  Bolton,  18,  Clitheroe,  17, 
making  in  all  upwards  of  200  miles  densely  populated,  and  not  visited  by 
one  solitary  Public  Stage  Carriage,  and  all  in  consequence  of  the  present 
exorbitant  tax  and  railway  competition.  Previous  to  the  establishment 
of  Railroads,  the  ground  I  have  named  above  was  literally  covered  with 
Coaches,  &c. 

"  Surely,  Government  having  completely  destroyed  this  line  of  business 
by  establishing  Railways  by  Act  of  Parliament,  cannot  object  to  place 
Public  Stage  Carriages  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Rail." 

41.  Mr.  John  Penny,  of  Preston,  states  :  — 

"I  had  Stage  Coaches  running  10,000  miles  per  month,  but  now  I 
have  not  one,  but  have  had  to  sacrifice  most  of  them,  four  only  remains 
rotting  in  the  sheds,  and  why  all  this  loss  ?  Railway  Carriages  have 
succeeded  them,  the  proprietors  could  not  even  by  reducing  the  fares  pay 
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the  old  Tax.  In  Preston  we  want  Omnibus,  accommodation;  the  town 
is  spreading  fast,  a  person  made  trial  this  year,  but  the  Taxes,  &c.,  drove 
him  off  again." 

4'2.  Mr.  John  Wrightson,  Sun  Inn,\Darlington,  says: — 

"  In  addition  to  his  Coach  he  keeps  two  Omnibuses  to  the  Railway 
Station  from  his  Hotel — he  only  keeps  them  for  the  advantage  of  his 
House — neither  pay  their  expenses. 

"That  a  Mail  Coach  running  from  Darlington  to  Richmond,  ajdistanceof 
12  mile.-:,  twice  a  day,  and  also  a  Coach  from  Richmond  to  Barnard  Castle 
and  Borough,  a  distance  of  33  miles,  three  days  a  week,  were  both 
discontinued  on  account  of  amount  of  Duty.  Also  seven  or  eight  Coaches 
have  been  discontinued  betwixt  York  and  Newcastle  and  the  North,  on 
account  of  Railways  and  Duty. 

"  Five  Cabs  in  Darlington  are  now  evading  the  Stage  Carriage  Duty,  by 
running  to  and  from  the  different  Railway  Stations,  and  carrying  parties 
for  separate  fares  for  any  distance,  and  there  is  also  evasion  on  the 
Barnard  Castle  Road." 

43.  The  Richmond  (Surrey)  Conveyance  Company,  state : — 
"That  the  Mileage  Duties  have  averaged  13^  per  cent,  on  the  receipts 

of  eighteen  Omnibuses  to  Richmond,  Hampton  Court,  Sunbury,  Chertsey 
and  Kingston." 

44.  Messrs  Bulmer  &  Castles,  Liverpool,  state  : — 

"  Their  opinion  is,  that  if  the  Mileage  Duties  were  abolished  and  an 
Annual  Licence  substituted,  that  there  would  be  nearly  double  the 
quantity  of  Busses  running  to  what  are  at  the  present  time,  in  Liverpool 
alone." 

45.  Messrs.  Gates  &  Dolby,  Brunswick  Dock,  Liverpool, 

"  Consider  great  benefits  would  be  conferred  by  the  substitution  of 
an  Annual  Licence  for  the  Mileage  Duties." 

46.  Mr.  Richard  Johnson,  Wynstay  Arms,  Wrexham, 

"  Considers  that  there  should  be  a  Licence  like  the  Post-Masters' — one 
Licence  for  each  Omnibus." 

47.  Mr.  George  Evans,  Castle  Hotel,  Brecon, 

"  Fully  subscribes  to  the  opinion  as  to  the  advantages  in  every  view  of 
substituting  Licences  for  Mileage  Duties." 

48.  Mr.  Hulbert,  Bath,  states : — 

"  That  they  have  seven  conveyances  carrying  passengers  from  Bath,  &c, 
to  Neighbouring  Villages,  Wells,  &c,  which  pay  no  duty." 

49.  Mr.  Braithwaite,  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  says : — 

"  He  is  acquainted  with  the  case  of  an  evasion  of  Duties  by  a  person 
near  a  School,  which  arises  doubtless  from  the  system  of  Taxation  by  the 
Mile.  The  person  in  question  occupies  some  land  under  the  Proprietor  of 
the  School,  and  keeps  two  large  commodious  covered  carts  on  springs, 
in  which  he  conveys  the  Scholars  to  and  from  Railway  Stations,  and  picks 
up  other  Passengers  under  the  protection  of  the  four  miles  rate  of  travelling, 
and  thus  accommodates  persons  cheaper  than  the  Stage  Masters  can  afford 
to  do,  with  the  Mileage  Duties  to  pay.  This  Person  also  keeps  a 
Shandry  for  one  or  two  Passengers,  and,  still  pretending  to  travel  slower 
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than  four  miles  an  hour,  contrives  systematically  to  evade  the  law,  and  do 
a  profitable  trade.  Mr.  Braithwaite  therefore  hopes,  in  any  modification 
of  the  law,  care  will  he  taken  to  protect  the  Taxed  Proprietur 
from  these  practices. 

50.  Mr.  William  Sheldon,  Windermere,  submits  the  following 
additional  remarks : — 

"  I  was  brought  up  to  the  business,  and  have  gone  through  it  in  all  its 
variations  and  contentions  from  infancy.  I  am  a  native  of  Preston  in 
Lancashire,  and  into  everv  town  in  that  county  I  have  run  a  Stage  Coach. 
I  had  to  retreat  from  Preston  to  Lancaster,  thence  to  AVinderinere,  to  make 
way  for  the  railway  progression.  I  do  not  regret  the  introduction  of 
railways,  for  I  am  certain  nothing  has  done  more  to  eievate  the  masses  : 
railways  have  made  the  whole  of  the  districts  they  serve,  as  it  were,  akin. 

"  I  had  always  a  presentiment  that  railways  would  work  a  moral  and 
social  revolution;  and  although  they  have  annihilated  our  business  on  the 
great  leading  thoroughfares  of  the  kingdom,  and  constitute  the  great  rivers 
on  which  flow  the  traffic,  yet  the  Coaches,  by  a  moderate  system  of 
Taxation,  are  destined  to  become  the  streams  to  supply  those  rivers  ; 
and  it  is  my  firm  belief  {taking  it  for  granted  our  Tax  will  not  exceed 
the  Railway  Tax)  thai  more  public  Stage  Carriages  will  he  use!  in  England 
and  Scotland  in  three  years  from  this  time  th  in  were  in  use  before  the 
introduction  of  Railways.  Look  to  the  thousands  of  Mail  gigs  in  use  all 
over  the  kingdom — at  a  small  Licence,  would  they  not  embrace  it  ? 
Yes  — and  take  their  contracts  for  less,  and  serve  the  Government  in  two 
ways.  I  write  as  one  myself.  I  have  three  roads  in  this  neighbourhood 
that  I  would  serve  on  a  revision  of  the  Duties  ;  one  that  I  have,  a  case 
in  point,  from  Tebay  Station  to  Darlington,  across  the  country,  lying 
between  the  Lancaster  and  Carlisle  Rail  and  the  York  and  Newcastle 
Rail  :  it  is  a  distance  of  20  miles  from  Windermere  to  Tebay,  by  Railway, 
and  from  Tebay  to  Darlington,  by  road,  is  50  miles,  in  all  70  miles — 
but  there  is  no  Coach.  One  ran  the  road  nearly  50  years,  but  gave 
up  seven  years  since. 

"  A —  B — ,  a  working  man  here,  has  a  daughter  at  the  school  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  at  Ayton,  near  Stockton  ;  but  on  account  of  there  being 
no  Coach  Ite  is  obliged  to  walk  the  50  miles,  and  will  have  to  come  with  his 
child  back  again,  via  Newcastle,  Carlisle  and  Penrith,  by  Railway,  a  distance 
of  1 60  miles,  entailing  a  very  heavy  expense  for  a  poor  man.  Another  road 
is  from  Lowgill  Station,  on  the  Lancaster  and  Carlisle  Rail,  via.  Sedburgh, 
Hawes,  "Wensby  Dale,  and  Leyburn,  to  Bedale  on  the  Great  North  of 
England  Rail,  a  distance  of  50  miles ;  the  other  is  from  Windermere,  via. 
Hawkshead,  Conistone  to  Broughton  in  Furness  ;  these  three  Coaches, 
though  countries  at  one  time  all  supplied  by  Coach,  would  run  240  miles 
per  day.  To  travel  20  miles  on  any  of  the  above  roads  by  posting  cos's 
more  than  the  journey  hence  to  London,  258^  miles — is  not  this  .mon- 
strous ?  In  these  times,  as  I  said  before,  Coaches  now  are  legitimately 
the  streams  by  which  the  traffic  should  be  conducted  to  the  Railways  : 
why  tax  the  stream  more  than  the  river?  It  is  like  saying  to  the  artisan 
from  a  town  on  a  visit  to  his  kindred  in  some  remote  country  district, 
you  can  ride  free  of  Tax  on  the  Hail ;  but  on  the  road,  such  as  you  must 
walk,  or  pay  a  heavy  Tax  for  the  privilege  of  riding. 

"  Then  look  to  the  agricultural  interest,  how  would  it  be  improved  ; 
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more  horses  wanted  ;  more  corn  and  straw  ;  more  hay.  Farming,  instead 
of  being  a  depressed  business,  will  be  the  best  trade  going — only  alter  the 
Tax  on  Coaches." 

Further,  Mr.  Sheldon,  in  another  letter,  says  : — 

"  I  and  Mr.  Atkinson,  of  Conistone,  had  a  Mail  Gig  between 
Conistone  and  Ambleside,  which  we  gave  up  on  the  1st  of  September 
last :  it  was  let  to  a  man  who  now  carries  passengers  without  either 
Licence,  Post  or  Stage  Carriage :  he  says  he  charges  nothing ;  the 
parties  make  him  presents — on  the  principle,  I  suppose,  of  selling  a  straw 
and  giving  a  book.  Now  if  this  man  could,  with  a  small  Licence,  carry 
passengers  lawfully — say,  if  he  only  averages  one  passenger  each  way,  he 
would  be  a  gainer  over  and  above  his  Mail  pay,  and  be  able  to  take  hia 
Mail  gig  again,  when  relet  at  a  rate  much  less  than  he  has  at  present, 
and  therefore  benefit  the  Revenue  in  a  two-fold  manner.  I  will  state 
another  case.  In  1849, 1  threw  up  the  contract  for  some  Mails,  and  wa9 
recommended  to  commence  the  Irish  system  of  Mail  cars  for  the  winter. 
I  considered  the  subject,  but  formed  a  calculation,  that  if  my  duty  for  a 
four-horse  Mail  in  winter  is  30  per  cent,  on  my  receipts,  my  duty  for  a 
one-horse  Mail  would  be  90  per  cent. — so  I  gave  up  the  idea. 

"  I  know  from  experience  that  most  of  the  Mail  Carts  carry  passengers 
on  the  sly  ;  indeed  the  Coach  Owner  is  robbed  at  all  ends,  for  if  a  Carriage 
is  hired  to  any  given  point,  the  driver  contrives  to  return  from  his  stage- 
end  just  before  the  Coach — to  clear  the  road  of  any  passengers  that  may 
be  waiting  for  the  Coach." 

In  a  third  communication,  Mr.  Sheldon  says : — 

"  I  am  certain,  that  by  substituting  a  Licence  for  our  duties,  it  will 
increase  the  Revenue  ;  and  when  I  look  at  the  number  of  Cars  that  carry 
passengers  in  Ireland — and  all  Mail  Gigs  there  carry  passengers,  because 
they  pay  no  Duty — that  in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  the  Mail  Cars, 
at  a  Licence  of  £7  10*.,  would  make  nearly  the  sum  of  £20,000  per 
annum.  I  don't  fear,  for  even  the  first  year's  revenue  would  nut  be 
impaired  by  this  principle  of  Licensing." 

51.  Messrs.    Niblet    and    Taylor,    Mr.    Edward    Folliwell,   and 

Mr.  John  Wintle,  Coach  Proprietors,  Bristol, 

Have  forwarded  the  following  communication  in  reference  to  the  Returns  as  to  the 
Bristol  Omnibuses,  to  be  found  in  the  Tabular  Statement :  — 

"Understanding  you  require  some  further  information  upon  the  Omnibus 
Duties  payable  in  this  city,  we  beg  to  forward  you  the  enclosed  statement. 
We  shall  be  most  happy  to  forward  you  further  information  hereafter, 
should  you  require  it,  having  Omnibuses  working  at  other  places  which 
will  show  about  the  same  per  centage.  We  would  add  that  there  are 
other  Omnibuses  running  certain  distances  to  and  from  this  city  without 
taking  any  plates  whatever,  in  consequence  of  their  stating  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  that  they  do  not  exceed  4  miles  per  hour,  therefore  exhibiting 
the  injustice  of  a  Mileage  Duty  being  allowed  to  continue.  Messrs.  Niblet 
and  Taylor  are  at  this  present  time  running  an  Omnibus,  and  paying  the 
Duty,  when  at  the  same  time  another  party  is  running  one  of  the  like 
description,  on  the  same  road,  paying  no  Duty  tcltatecer,  under  the  cloak 
of  not  exceeding  4  miles  per  hour." 


per  Mile,  in  respect  of 
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reduced,  even  the  Post  Office  department 
paid  as  allowance  by  the  Post  Office  to  the 
the  Government  itself   thus  contributes  a 

Taddington,  Oxford  St.  and  Strand  Routes, 


ihequer,  by  the  Stage   Carriage 

J.  E.  BRADFIELD, 

Secretary. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Receipts  and  Mileage  Duties  of  Three  Half-pence  per  Mile,  in  respect  of 
the  following  Coaches  and  Omnibuses, 

ILLUSTRATING   THE    INJUSTICE    AND    OPPRESSION    OE   THE    SYSTEM   OF   TAXATION  BY   MILEAGE  DUTIES. 


ENGLAND    AND    WALES. 


Penrith  Hid  Keswick  Royal  Mail 

Plymouth  to  Devonport  Omnibus 

Knutsford  and  Warrinjjton  Omnibus         -        -        - 

Plymouth  and  Falmouth  Mail  and  Omnibus 

Aberystw  ith  anil  Hhi-cwsbury  Royal  Mails 

Aberystwith  and  Gloucester      .--..- 

Exeter  and  Dude  Roval  Mails 

Wrexham  Omnibus  (From  the  Wynstay  Arms  to  Ky.  Station) 

Eccles  and  Manchester  Omnibus       - 

Kirkbv  Lonsdale,  Sic.  Stage  (to  Station)     -         -         -         - 

'Hero-  Stage,  Bewdley 

Rover  and  Station  Omnibuses,  Plymouth 

Plymouth  and  Devonport  Omnibus 

Halstead  and  Braintrce      ------- 

Guildford  Omnibus 

Darlington  and  Barnard  Castle  Omnibus   -         -  -  - 

Bury  and  Newmarket         --.-.-- 
Bath  and  Weymouth        ------- 

Bath  and  Wimborne  ------- 

Cockermouth  and  Windermere  Roval  Mails       - 

Grasmere  and  Windermere  Coach 

Windermere  and  Keswick  Royal  Mail 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Omnibuses       ----- 

Hammersmith  ditto  (for  the  whole  road)     -         -  -  - 

Caledonian  Road,  Islington  and  Pimlico  ditto    - 

Richmond  Conveyance  Company        - 

Messrs.  Bosley,  Hereford,  7  Coaches  .... 

Bristol  Omnibuses  -_-__-. 

Ditto  ditto        ........ 

Ditto  ditto         .-._..-. 

Ditto  ditto         ---.-_.. 

Ditto  ditto         ._..-.-. 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto         -         - 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto         -         - 

Ditto  ditto 

Edinburgh  and  Peebles     ------- 

Edinburgh  and  Anstruther        _..__. 
Dumfries  and  Stranraer    ------- 

Hawicke  and  Carlisle 

Dalkeith  and  Blackshiels  --.-.. 

Edinburgh  and  Leith  Omnibuses 

Edinburgh  and  Colinton   ---.--. 

Edinburgh  and  Queensferry 

Edinburgh  and  Pennicuik  ------ 

Inverness  Mails -         . 

'  Lord  Forbes'  ditto  ------- 

'  Prince  of  Wales1    -------- 

Vale  of  Alford 

Ballater  Mail 

Old  Town 

Waterlon  Omnibus  - 

Inverness  to  Tain 

Inverness  to  Elgin 

Inverness  to  Perth  Royal  Mails  - 


3rd  Oct.  1852  to  2nd  Oct.  1853 
One  year      - 

ditto         .... 


21st  Sept.  1852  to  20th  Sept.  1853 
19th  Sept.  1852  to  18th  Sept.  1853 

One  year  -  .  -  -  - 
1st  Nov.  1852  to  31st  Oct.  1853  - 
One  year  -  -  -  -  - 
One  year      -  -         -  -         - 

81  days        

24  days  • 

1st  Nov.  1852  to  1st  Nov.  1853    - 

5th  Oct.  1852  to  5th  Oct.  1853     - 

One  year      - 

20th  Sept.  1852  to  18  Sept.  1853 

— { 

2Cth  May,  1852  to  26th  May,  1853 

ditto  ditto 

1st  March  to  1st  Oct.  1853 
4th  Sept.  1852  to  2nd  Sept.  1853  - 
1st  January  to  31st  Dec.  1852       - 
Three  months      -         -         -         . 
One  year      -         -         -  (about) 

Four  weeks  .... 

One  year     -         -         -         -         - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto  ... 

ditto 

ditto         -         .         -         -         . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto         .         -         .         -         _ 

SCOTLAND. 

5th  July,  1852  to  July  1853 
20th  May,  1852  to  20th  May,  1853 
16th  May,  1852  to  16th  May,  1853 

ditto  ditto 

24th  May,  1852  to  24th  May,  1853 

ditto  ditto 

2nd  May  to  2nd  Oct.  1852 
8th  March,  1852  to  5  March,  1853 
4th  Oct.  1852  to  1st  Oct.  1853  - 
1st  Nov.  1852  to  1st  Oct.  1853  - 
6th  Sept.  1852  to  15th  Oct.  1853 
20th  Sept.  1852  to  17th  Sept  1853 
1st  Nov.  1852  to  12th  Nov.  1853- 
20th  Sept.  1852  to  22nd  Oct.  1853 
Summer  Season  - 

One  year  -         -         -         - 

5th  April  1852  to  5th  April,  1853 

ditto  ditto 

ditto  ditto 
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Gross    average    Taxation    on    Receipts,    above    15    per    cent. 


A  Statement    (No.  3)    of   the    average    per   centage   of 

Taxation    upon   Metropolitan    Stages, 
Respectfully   submitted   to    the   Right   Hon.    the  Chancellor   of 

the  Exchequer  by  the  Committee  of  Stage  Carriage  Proprietors, 

24>th  Nov.,  1853. 

The  Mileage  Duties  paid  in  respect  to  these  vehicles  average  15 
per  cent,  on  the  gross  receipts  throughout  the  year.  Many  of  the 
Carriages  would  give  a  much  higher  per  centage  in  winter,  particu- 
larly those  accommodating  districts  supplied  by  the  Metropolitan 
Lines  of  Railways.  The  increasing  extension  of  such  Lines  into  the 
Metropolis  will  make  the  duty  become  more  oppressive. 

The  following  Roads  of  London  Omnibuses  are  given  as  the 
precise  per  centage  for  one  year — 1 852-3 : 

East. — On  22  Omnibuses  on  the  Bow  and  Stratford  road,  the 
duty  averages  nearly  16  per  cent.    Neighbourhood  supplied  by  Rail. 

West. — Nineteen  Omnibuses  to  Kew,  and  24  Omnibuses  to  Ham- 
mersmith, average  a  yearly  duty  of  21  per  cent,  on  receipts.  This 
district  also  supplied  with  Railroad. 

North-East. — Seventeen  Omnibuses  on  the  Hackney  &  Clapton 
roads,  average  a  yearly  duty  of  144  Per  cent,  on  receipts.  This 
district  supplied  with  Railway. 

Thirty-three  Omnibuses  on  the  Kingsland,  Edmonton,  and  Stoke 
Newington  road,  average  a  yearly  duty  of  1 5  per  cent,  on  receipts. 
Supplied  with  Railways. 

South. — Fifty-two  Omnibuses  to  Norwood  and  Brixton;  average 
upon  18  West-end  Omnibuses,  15  per  cent.,  and  on  34  to  the 
City,  12  per  cent,  duty  yearly  on  receipts.  Norwood  supplied  par- 
tially by  rail,  which  will  be  increased  by  new  Lines  in  progress. 

Intermediate. — Thirteen  Omnibuses  on  the  Caledonian  (Isling- 
ton) &  Pimlico  road  average  a  yeariv  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  receipts. 
180   OMNIBUSES. 
(By  order  of  the  Committee,)  J.  E.  BRADFIELD,  Sec. 

Observations  (No.  C.)  on  the  general  sources  of  Increase 

of    Conveyances    from    which    the    Revenue    would    be 

compensated, 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer,  by  the  Committee  of  Stage  Carriage  Proprietors, 

Nov.  24,  1853. 

The  statements  of  the  Provincial  Stage  Carriage  Owners  show, 
1st.  many  vehicles  suppressed  by  excessive  Taxation  before  1853 ; 
2nd.  a  continued  great  decrease  up  to  the  present  time. 

The   Committee   of  Stage    Carriage    Proprietors    beg    to    make 

the  following  observations  as  to  the  sources  which  would  create  a 

new  Revenue,  and  compensate  for  a  reduction  of  the  present  Duties. 

I. — The  first    source  for  an    Increase   of    Income    to    arise  from, 

would  be  by  the  resumption  of  many  long  Stages,  and  short 

Stages  and  Omnibuses,  which  have  been  discontinued  within  the 

last  two  years,  on  account  of  this  Taxation  being  so  oppressive. 
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IT. — The  second  great  and  primary  addition  of  Public  Stages 
and  Omnibuses,  would  arise  from  Hotel  and  Tavern  keepers 
taking  out  Licences  for  vehicles  to  travel  from  10  to  30  miles 
per  diem  ;  and  a  small  graduated  scale  of  licence  would  induce 
many  hundreds  of  those  persons  to  have  Stages  or  Omnibuses 
for  the  accommodation  of  their  visitors.  Several  such  parties 
now  in  large  towns,  find  it  necessary  to  keep  Omnibuses, 
though  at  a  loss  to  them,  and  there  would  be  scarcely  a  large 
Hotel  or  Tavern,  either  in  a  market  town,  or  within  a 
short  ride  to  a  railway  station,  which  would  not  have  such 
a  public  vehicle  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  customers  or 
travellers.  In  watering  places,  pleasure  districts,  and  localities 
which  arc  frequented  for  scenery  or  health,  fetes,  pleasure 
or  recreation,  the  increase  in  Stages  and  Omnibuses  would 
be  beyond  present  calculation. 
III. — The  increase  of  the  number  of  short  distance  Omni- 
buses in  large  cities  and  boroughs,  and  the  creation  of  the 
same  accommodation  in  many  market  and  other  towns,  not 
possessing  such  conveyances  at  this  period. 
IV. — The  increase  of  long:   Stages  to    and    from    the   suburbs  of 

large  cities,  manufacturing  towns,  and  populous  places. 
V. — An  increase  in   Omnibuses  plying  to  Railway  Stations,   from 
the  proprietors  being  enabled  to  carry  the  labouring  classes 
at  cheap  fares. 
VI. — An    increase   of  daily    Stages  out  of  London,   to  and  from 
places  within  25  miles,  which  will  be  certain  to  occur  through 
a  reduction  of  Duty  ;  as  also  a  proportionate  increase  of  Stages 
to  places  from  40  to  59  miles  from  London — some  daily,  some 
three  times  a  week,  and  others  twice  a  week,  according  to  the 
market  days,  and  other  incidents  of  travelling,  and  wants  of 
the  neighbourhood. 
VII. — An  increase  in  the  long  distance  Metropolitan  Omnibuses 

from  the  City  and  West  End  to  the  various  suburbs. 
VIII. — A  creation    of    conveyances    in    the    country    for    places 
within  short  distances  of  cross  roads,  and  other  villages  not 
touched  by  the  rail. 
IX. — An  increase  of  revenue  from  making  the  Tax  apply  equally  to 
those  conveyances  which  ply  for  hire  to  Races,  Fairs,  Fetes,  &c, 
and    light    spring  Vans,    Carriers1    Waggons,    &c,   by   which 
frauds  on  the  revenue  are  now  committed  almost  wholesale. 
From    the   increase    to    arise    from    these  several   sources  it   is 
considered,  that  by  a  moderate  Tax  the  revenue  would  be  impaired 
but  to  a  very  trifling  extent  the  first  two  years  ;    but  that  within  a 
short    time    the   public    income  would    be    much  larger  than  at 
present,  while  a  great  number  of  persons  would  be  employed  in  the 
horse  department  of  travelling;  the  building  trade  in  Omnibuses 
and  Stages  would  revive,  and  business  pursuits  between  many  towns 
and  villages  be  greatly  facilitated. 

(My  crder  of  the  Committee)  J.  E.  BRADFIELD,  Sec. 
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STATEMENT 

TRANSMITTED  TO    THE 

RIGHT  HON.  THE  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER. 

19,  Strand, 
24>th  Xovember,  1853. 

Taxation  of  Stage  Carriages. 
"  Sir, 
"  In   accordance  with    the   permission    you    gave   to  the   Stage 
Carriage  Proprietors  to  forward  a  statement  of  their  grievances  to 
you,  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Proprietors  to  transmit  for 
your  consideration  the  enclosed  papers,  as  follows:  — 

"  No.  1. — Short  references  to  the  Acts  of  Parliament  charging 
duties  upon  Inland  Conveyances.    (See  p.  29.) 

"  No.  2. — A  Statement  as  to  the  Metropolitan  Stages  called 
Omnibuses.     (See  p.  27) 

"  No.  3. — A  Statement  of  the  average  per  centage  of 
Taxation  on  these  Carriages.     (See  p.  21.) 

"  No.  4. — A  Calculation  as  to  the  competition  of  Untaxed 
Steam  Boats  in  London.    (See  p.  28.) 

"  No.  5. — Statements  of  the  Country  Traders  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  their  opinions  upon  the  suppressive 
and  injurious  effects  of  the  present  system  of  Mileage  Duties, 
and  the  increase  of  Conveyances  which  a  liberal  revision  of 
Taxation  would  create.     (See  p.  16.) 

"  No.  6. — Observations  on  the  general  sources  from  which 
the  Revenue  would  be  compensated.     (See  p.  21.) 
"  The  prayer  which  the  Stage  Carriage  Proprietors  humbly  make, 
is,  for  the  abolition  of  the  existing  system  of  Mileage  Duties. 

M  They  submit  their  case  to  you  for  such  abolition  upon  the 
following  grounds : — 

"  1st. — Because  the  Taxation  is  unjust  and  oppressive,  the 
amount  being  on  the  average  15  per  cent,  on  the  receipts 
from  fares. — 
"  2nd. — Because  the  present  system  of  Mileage  Duties  enforce 
an  average  tax  of  ^SO  per  annum  upon  every  stud  of  eight 
horses  when  employed  in  Public  Stages  ;  the  sum  of  £30  only 
being  the  sum  charged  for  the  same  number  of  horses  when 
employed  in  Post  Chaises ;  and  the  sum  of  i?ll  18s.  only 
when  the  same  number  are  employed  in  a  Private  Carriage  or 
Phaston. — 
"3rd. — Because  within  the  last  ten  years  Railways  have  had  the 
effect  of  materially  reducing  the  fares  charged  by  the  Inland 
Horse  Conveyances  —  thus  increasing  the  per  centage  of 
Mileage  Duty  to  its  present  oppressive  amount,  whilst  also 
the  price  of  horses  has  increased,  and  such  large  payments 
have  led  to  the  ruin  of  many  traders  with  small  capital. — 
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"  ^th. — Because    Steam    Vessels    and    Parliamentary    Trains  —  a 

primary  and    increasing   source   of    competition    with    Horse 

Power — are  altogether  free  from  Taxation. — 

"  5th. — Because    the   Express  and  First  and  Second-class   Trains 

on  Railways  are  only  taxed  at  5  per  cent,  on  the  actual  fares 

obtained  from  passengers. — 

"  6th. — Because  the  relief  granted    to  the  Post    and    Job    Horse 

Masters  will  create  greater  competition  with  Stages ;  and  that 

the  recent    relief  from  Taxation  granted  to   Post,  Job,  and 

Hackney    Carriages,    and    to    Private    Carriages  and    Private 

Horses,  has  increased  the  original  inequalities  of  Taxation  on 

Public  Stages. — 

"  1th. — Because    the    Owners    of    Public    Stages,   being    persons 

supplying  regular  and  cheap  accommodation  to  the  middle  and 

labouring  classes,  deserve  relief  for  the  benefit  of  the  population. 

"  8th. — Because    the    Report    of    the    Select    Committee   of    the 

House  of    Commons    recommended  the  '  entire  abolition "*  of 

Taxation    on     '  Public    Carriages'"    (in    priority    to    Private 

Carriages),  and   material  relief  was  extended  this  year  to  all 

other  Carriages,  Public  and  Private,  with  the  single  exception 

of  Public  Stages,  which  have  always  had,  and  will  still  have, 

more  formidable  and  increasing  competition  in  Steam  Power 

than  any  other  conveyance  ; — and, 

"  9th. — Because   the   principle   of  Liberal    Taxation   adopted   by 

the    Government   towards   other   Carriages  in  Great  Britain, 

Public  and  Private,  and  adopted  also  towards  Ireland,  in  fixing 

a  temporary  licence  of  £8  upon  the  Fublic  Stages  of  Dublin, 

is  one  which  renders  the  existing  taxation  of  similar  vehicles  in 

England,    Scotland,    and    Wales   more    unjust,  unequal,  and 

anomalous. — 

"  It  is  suggested   that  the  advantages  of  granting  relief  would 

be  very  great  to  many  towns  and  villages ;  and,  if  a  light  taxation 

be  imposed,    the  increase  of  conveyances  would   be  so  rapid  and 

extensive,  as  that   the  revenue   would,  in  a   few   years,  be   more 

than  compensated. 

"  It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  country 
trade,  that  the  present  Mileage  Duties  must  lead  to  the  continued 
suppression  of  conveyances,  and,  as  a  consequence,  a  diminution  of 
the  revenue;  which,  as  to  the  provinces,  has  been  for  some  years 
declining. 

"  It  is  proper  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  at  present 
the  Mileage  Duties  imposed  upon  Stage  Carriages  are  evaded  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  by  light  spring  vans  and  carriers'  waggons, 
professing  to  carry  goods  only — which,  notwithstanding  however, 
carry  passengers,  duty  free ;  and  that  at  public  races,  fetes,  &c. 
there  are  thousands  of  vehicles,  coming  within  the  scope  of  such 
taxation,  also  evading  the  duty.  This  is  deemed  not  only  unfair  to 
them  who  do  pay  duty,  but  a  fraud  upon  the  revenue,  which  might 
derive  considerable  income  if  a  revised  system  of  taxation  be  adopted, 
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by  which  all  vehicles,  carrying  passengers  for  hire  at  separate  and 
distinct  fares,  were  assessed. 

"It  having  been  suggested,  by  a  member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  one  of  the  Committee,  that  the  trade  should  consider 
amongst  themselves  a  system  which  would  prevent  fraud,  and  what 
they  think  the  trade  could  pay — I  am  directed  to  say  that  the 
committee  of  Proprietors  are  anxious  to  propose  only  such  a  plan  as 

will  protect  the  revenue  against  fraud 

"  They  are  conscious  that,  in  the  existing  system,  there  are  many 
openings  for  fraud  (not  only  those  referred  to,  but  many  others), 
and  that  they  have  been  taken  advantage  of,  to  the  injury  of  the 
public  income,  as  well  as  to  the  detriment  of  the  fair  trader. 

"  They  can  see  no  protection  for  the  revenue  equal  to  pre-payment, 
which  will  not  merely  guard  against  the  possibility,  but  extinguish 
the  possibility,  and  create  an  impossibility. 

"  This  pre-payment,  it  is  believed,  would  be  assented  to  on  the 
part  of  the  trade  as  a  principle  in  the  future  assessment ; 

"  But  in  proposing  pre-payment  as  a  principle  in  any  new  tax,  as 
a  protection  to  the  inland  revenue  against  fraud,  the  Committee 
hope  they  may  be  allowed  to  say,  that  such  is  humbly  submitted  by 
them  as  an  inducement,  if  you  will  permit  it  to  be  so  brought  under 
your  attention,  for  a  very  liberal  concession,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  or  for  what  some  commercial  men  call  '  discount  for 
cash,1  and  others  '  insurance  against  loss.1 

"  This  pre-payment,  if  adopted,  being  a  perfect  insurance  against 
loss,  and  also  a  saving  of  much  expense  in  collection  of  the  revenue — 
the  parties  rely  upon  a  smaller  sum  or  tax  being  expected  than 
would  be  where  it  is  left  to  be  collected  by  items,  to  be  checked,  as 
under  the  present  system. 

"  As  to  the  sum  which  the  trade  could  pay  : — the  Committee 
humbly  suggest,  that  the  greater  increase  from  new  vehicles 
would  be  obtained  by  a  graduated  scale  of  licences,  commencing 
with  a  10-mile  carriage,  and  going  through  a  scale  of  10  miles  up  to 
100  miles — in  a  similar  manner  to  the  principle  of  assessment  adopted 
in  the  Job  and  Post  Horse  Assessment  Act,  16  &  17  Vic,  c.  88.  _ 

"  The  present  average  payment  from  town  and  country  being 
about  £60  per  licence,  or  15  per  cent,  upon  receipts,  that  the  amount 
of  the  new  tax  should  be  such  as  would  put  the  Horse  Locomotives 
upon  the  same  footing  as  the  tax  upon  Post  Horses  and  Job  Horses, 
and  the  5  per  cent,  upon  Railroads — though,  even  in  that  case,  in 
London,  the  Stage  Carriages  (Omnibuses)  would  be  working  against 
a  rapidly  increasing  untaxed  system  of  Local  Railways  and  Steam 
Vessels — the  duties  upon  Horse  Locomotion  being  15  per  cent  ; 
upon  Steam  Trains,  at  Id.  per  mile,  nothing;  upon  Steam  Vessels, 
nothing — and  the  Country  Horses  would  also  have  to  compete 
against  untaxed  Cheap  Trains  and  untaxed  Steam  Vessels. 

"  The  many  Acts  which  have  been  passed  for  the  extension  of 
Branch  Lines  of  Railways,  and  the  growing  up,  as  it  were,  of  them 
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into  the  heart  of  the  Metropolis,  must,  in  a  very  short  time,  absorb 
so  much  of  the  passenger  traffic  as  to  be  seriously  injurious  to  the 
revenue  derived  from  Stages  and  Omnibuses ;—  and,  therefore,  if 
Bome  relief  be  not  granted,  to  enable  the  persons  engaged  in  these 
businesses  to  compete  with  their  formidable  rivals,  the  revenue 

WOULD  BE  IMPAIRED  BY  THE  OPERATION  OF  THE  FUESEXT  SYSTEM 
ITSELF. 

"  The  Committee  beg  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  to  direct  your 
attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Selc'ct  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  1839,  on  'Internal  Communication,'  recommending 
the  'abolition  of  all  taxes  on  public  carriages,  and  on  carriages 
generally,'  and  to  the  circumstance  that  relief  from  taxation  was 
granted  in  1853  to  all  the  classes  of  public  and  private  carriages 
included  in  such  Report,  except  the  Public  Stages;  and  they  humbly 
hope  that  their  case  will,  in  your  next  financial  arrangement,  receive 
the  same  liberal  act  of  justice  as  the  other  carriages — public  and 
private. 

"If  you  will  permit  a  deputation  from  the  trade  to  wait  upon 
you  at  your  convenience,  they  will  be  greatly  obliged  ;  and  if  the 
present  papers  are  not  prepared,  in  the  form  in  which  they  should  be 
submitted  to  you,  I  tru;,t  you  will  pardon  any  irregularity,  and 
grant  me  the  indulgence  of  an  opportunity  of  placing,  in  proper 
form,  any  matter  which  is  imperfect. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
"  Your  very  respectful  and  most  humble  Servant, 

'•J.  E.  BRADFIEL1), 

"  Secretary.'''' 


"  Downing  Street, 

"  Nov.  28.  53. 
"  Sir, 
"   I    am    directed    by    the    Chancellor    of    the    Exchequer    to 
acknowledge  the   Receipt  of  your  communication   with   reference 
to  the  Taxation  of  Stage  Carriages,  and  of  the  Statistical  Papers 
by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

"  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  not  fail  to  institute 
a  careful  examination  into  the  case  which  you  have  submitted 
to  his  notice. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  Sir, 
"  Your  very  faithful  Serv1" 

"  FRANCIS   LAWLEY." 
"  J.  E.  Bradfield,  Esq." 


APPENDIX. 


From  Sir  R.  Peel's  Speech  on  (he  Taxation  of  Public  Conveyances,  1839. — 
"  There  should  he  no  unequal  Taxation." 

"  What  the  Legislature  should  say  upon  the  subject  should  be  this — 'We  give 
you  your  chance  without  any  inequality  of  taxation.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
interfere  with  the  progress  of  scientific  improvement,  but  you  shall  have  no  unequal 
portion  of  taxes  to  contend  against.'  " 

Opinions  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  on  the  Postage  Question. 

"  It  has  been  said,  that  the  principal  advantage  of  this  measure  will  be  felt  by 
commercial  interests.  If  so,  it  will  be  only  a  greater  recommendation  to  me  ;  for 
wherever  commercial  intercourse  is  facilitated,  the  result  must  be  the  general 
benefit  of  the  country."     1839. 

"  Xo  man  can  feel  more  sincere  conviction  than  I  do,  that  whatever  our  financial 
difficulties  may  be,  we  must  take  measures  to  meet  them,  which  should  not  bear 
upon  the  comforts  of  the  labouring  classes  *  *  *  Well,  then,  I  must,  with 
my  sense  of  public  duty,  abandon  the  idea  of  raising  a  revenue  from  the  Post 
Office."     1842. 

(C.) 

REPORT    OF    SELECT    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    HOUSE 
OF    COMMONS. 

]  st. — Against  the  Inequality  of  Taxation  on  Horse  Locomotives. 

"  A  great  inequality  exists  between  the  rates  of  taxation  imposed  on  the 
different  modes  of  internal  communication — all  land  travelling,  where  hie 
motive  power  is  animal,  beixg  heavily  TAXED  —  while  land  travelling,  where 
steam  is  the  motive  power,  is  comparatively  lightly  burthened  ;  and  the  conveyance 
of  passengers  by  steam,  in  rivers  or  arms  of  the  sea,  is  free  from  every  species  of 
taxation." 

2nd. — Recommending  Abolition  of  Taxation  on  Public  Conveyances. 

"  Your  Committee  earnestly  recommend  the  abolition  of  all  taxes  on  public 
conveyances,  and  on  carriages  generally,  at  the  earliest  period  consistent  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  financial  arrangements  oi  the  country.'' 

3rd — To  remove  Inequality,  and  add  to  the  Prosperity  and  Comfort 

of  the  Population. 
"  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  though  the  diminution  of  revenue  in 
consequence  of  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  might  at  first  appear  considerable, 
it  would,  in  a  great  measure,  be  compensated  by  the  increased  consumption  of 
taxable  commodities,  while  the  inequality  now  so  justly  complained  of  would  be 
removed,  and  a  great  accession  afforded  to  the  prosperity  and  comfort  of  the 
population." 

(D.) 

STATEMENT    (No.    2)    SUBMITTED    TO    THE    RIGHT    HON. 

THE  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER. 

LONDON    OMNIBUS    TRADE. 

[These   Figures,  as  icell  as  nearly   all  the  calculations   in  these  j>ages,  refer  to  the 

Trade  of  1852.] 

DIRECT     TAXATION. 

PF.It      ANN. 

The  sums  paid  by  the  London  Omnibus  Proprietors,  in  Mileage  Duties  and 

Licences,  are  about  £130,000 

Tolls    in    the    Metropolitan    District,    paid     by   Omnibuses    annually, 

between         40,000  &  50,000 
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Articles  (some  indirectly  taxed)  as  follows: 

PER    ANN. 

There  are  1,200  Omnibuses  in   daily   use,  which    cost    on    an    average 

£120  each 144,000 

Harness  for  each  Omnibus,  £20 24,000 

Stable  Utensils,  &c,  at  least  £5  for  each  Omnibus 6,000 

.Repairs  of  Omnibuses,  at  £52  per  annum  each  Omnibus         62,000 

Consumption  of  Corn  to  each  Horse  per  week,  8s.  9d.,  being,  per  annum  358,800 
Consumption  of  Hay  per  week,  14  Trusses  to  each  stud  of  10  horses, 

per  annum '.        117,000 

Consumption  of  Straw  per  week,  10  Trusses  each  stud,  per  an 26,400 

Rent  of  Stabling,  £20  for  each  Omnibus  per  annum         2,400 

Shoeing  12,000  Horses  per  annum        32/200 

Lamps  required  by  recent  Act  of  Parliament 3,000 

Persons  (indirectly  taxed  in  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  in 
Parochial  Rates),  6,000  men,  employed  as  Conductors,  Drivers,  Stable- 
men, Time-keepers,  ClerUs,  Smiths  and  others,  at  least  averaging  a 

weekly  salary  of  28s.  each  man,  being  £8400  weekly,  or   per  annum  436,800 
Horses  employed  for  Omnibuses,  averaging  10  Horses  for  each  Omnibus, 

each    Horse  on  the  average  costing  £20      240,000 

(£.) 

STATEMENT  (No.  4)  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  CHANCELLOR 
OF  THE  EXCHEQUER. 

As  a  further  illustration  of  the  effects  of  the  unequal  and  anomalous 
Taxation  of  Public  Conveyances,  let  the  following  figures  be  tested, 
arising  out  of  the  London  Trade : — 

Steam   Boats  now  ply  between    London   and    Westminster  Bridges  for    On 
Penny  per  Passenger. 

300  Passengers   in    one    of  these  boats,   carried  at 

one  trip,  would  return  300  Pence     £1     5     0 

From  this  item  the  Steam  Boat  owner  has  to  deduct  a  proportion  of  the  wages 
of  the  six  or  eight  persons  employed  on  it,  the  piers,  consumption  of  coal,  &c.  ; 
but  there  is  no  Tax  payable  to  Government — nothing  yielded  to  tiie  revenue 
from  the  returns  of  the  Boat,  or  the  300  Passengers. 

Now  take  the  300  Passengers  by  land  :— 

It  would  require  15  Omnibuses  to  carry  them, 
employ  30  men,  conductors  and  coachmen,  30  horses, 
and  the  sum  which  the  Omnibus  Proprietors 
would  have  to  deduct  from  their  returns  to  pay  as 
mileage,  would  be  Three-halfpence  a  mile  for 
every  mile  travelled  by  each  vehicle,  i.e.  four 
miles,  6d.  (15)        0     7     6 

Leaving     £0  17    6 

'Which  is  a  Taxation  of  near  30  per  cent,  on  horse  power,  while  steam — 
which  costs  less,  and  is  worked  less,  and  gives  employ  to  less  artisans  (and  therefore 
compensates  the  revenue  less)  —  goes   DUTY  FREE  ! 

STATEMENT  (No.  1)  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  CHANCELLOR 
OF  THE  EXCHEQUER. 

The  following  is  the  item  in  the  Schedule  of  the  5th  $  6th  Victoria,  Cap.  79, 
under  which  the  Duties  are  levied  on  Railway  Passenger  Trains ;  the 
Parliamentary  Trains  are  excepted  by  another  Act. 

"  For  and  in  respect  of  all  Passengers  conveyed  for  hire  upon  or  along  any 
Railway,  a  Duty  at  and  after  the  rate  of  £5  for  £100  upon  all  sums  received  or 
charged  for  the  hire,  fare,  or  conveyance  of  all  such  Passengers." 
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The  items  in  the  same  Schedule  charging  the  annual  Licence  and  Mileage 
Duty  on  Stage  Carriages  and  Omnibuses  in  Great  Britain,  are  these:  — 

"  For  and  in  respect  of  every  original  licence  to  be  taken  out 
yearly  by  the  person  who  shall  keep,  use,  or  employ  any  Stage 
Carriage  in  Great  Britain  (that  is  to  say),  for  every  such 
Stage  Carriage £3     3     0 

"  And   for  and  in  respect  of    every  mile    which    any    Stage 

Carriage  shall  be  licensed  to  travel "  0    0     1 J 

The  Duly  on  Hackney  Carriages  is  fixed  by  16th  dy  11  th    Vic., 

Cap.  127   (1853),  as  follows :— 

Yearly  Licence      £1     0     0 

Weekly  Duty  (if  for  six  days)    ..      ..        0     6     0 
Ditto         (      „     seven  days)       . .        0     7     0 

The  Duty  on  Post  and  Job  Horses  is  fixed  by  16th  S?  11th  Vic, 

Cap.  88  (1853),  as  follows:— 

Not  exceeding  Eight  Horses,  or  Six  Carriages,  per  ann.     £30     0     0 

NOTE. —  If  a  Postmaster  is  to  keep  Eight  Horses  for  Hire  for  ^30  Duty,  why  should  not  the 
Stage  Coach  or  Omuibus  owner? 

The  Duty  on  Private  Carriages  is  fixed  by  16th  Sf   11  th  Vic., 
Cap.  90   (1853,),  as  follows  : — 

Four-wheel  Carriages      £3  10     0 

Two  Horses  to  draw,  at  £1   Is.  each 2     2     0 

£5  12     0 
(The  per  centage  is  taken  on  the  Duty  for  Eight  Horses.) 

The  Duty  on   the   Dublin  Stage   Carriages  and  Omnibuses   is 

fixed  by  the  Schedule  to  16th  Sy  17 th  Vic,  Cap.  112, 

At £8     0     0 

(G.) 

No   Passengers  can  now  be  carried  for  Hire  by  Land  Conveyances  which  ply   for 
hire   for  separate  passengers,  without  the  Carriage  being  subject  to  this  Stage  Carriage 
Duty  ;  and   when   all  the   circumstances  of  inequality  and  anomaly  become  known,  it 
will  at  once  be  observed  the  immense  amount  of  conveyance  which  has  been  prohibited 
from  the  enjoyment  of  the  middle  and  labouring   classes,  and  how  the   abolition  of  it 
would  open  the  floodgate,  as  it  were,  to  increased  accommodation — 
To  establish  a  Land  Conveyance,  the  Party  has  first  to 
sink  the  following  Capital.      If  he  wishes  to  have  his 
own  vehicle,  he  must  purchase  a  Stage  Carriage,  or 

Omnibus,  costing        £120     0     0 

which  then,  in  the  Metropolis,  has  to  be  inspected  and 
approved  of  by  the  Commissioner  of  Police. 
He  must  purchase  a  Stud  of  Ten  Horses,  the  average 

price  at  £20  being      200     0     0 

Harness  and  Stable  utensils  for  each 25     0     0 

He  must  have  Stabling,  which  will  come  to         ....        20     0     0 

£365     0     0 
His  Licence  and  Plates 33     0 

£368     3     0 

After  the  Expenditure  of  this  capital,  he  has  to  pay  wages  to  Coachman,  Conductor, 
and  Stable-men,  and  run  perhaps  his  vehicle  for  months,  without  meeting  expenses,  of 
making  5  per  cent,  on  his  capital.  But,  though  his  returns  may  not  meet  working 
expenses,  he  must  pay  a  Rent  for  the  road,  in  the  shape  of  Tolls  ;  and  then  there 
is  this  objectionable  Stage  Carriage  Duty,  from  £80,  to  £100  per  annum,  chargeable 
upon  his  trade,  which  amounts  to  upwards  of  20  per  cent,  on  his  capital. 
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SHALL   THERE    BE   ANY    NEW    SYSTEM    OF    TAXATION, 
AND    UPON    WHAT    PRINCIPLE? 


The  following  Correspondence  having  taken  place  between 
Mr.  Bkadfield  and  a  Stage  Carriage  Proprietor  in  the  North  of 
England,  the  Committee  think  its  publication  will  be  useful. 
Names  are  omitted,  for  obvious  reasons. 


"  To  Mr.  Bkadfield.  "  Nov.  1st,  J  853. 

"Sir, 

"  I  have  this  day  had  an  interview  with  *  *  *  He  seems 
quite  willing  to  receive  and  pay  every  attention  to  any  application  that 
may  be  made  by  the  Stage  Carriage  Proprietors ;  but  I  find  that  the 
Revenue  would  have  to  be  made  up  in  some  form,  by  increased  use  of 
Stage  Carriages.  I  did  propose  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  last 
year,  a  Licence  of  £1  per  mile  per  annum,  which  I  calculated  would  be 
one-half  of  the  present  duty.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Committee 
propose  a  Licence,  or  a  modified  mileage,  or  a  total  extinction  of  duty,  or, 
if  you  know  of  any  good  I  could  do  in  proposing  anything  to  *  *  * 
as  I  have  only  stated  my  own  particular  case.  He  says  the  Postmasters 
proposed  a  scheme  whereby  the  Revenue  would  not  be  impaired.  I 
made  no  offer  of  proposition,  but  have  to  see  him  again  on  Thursday.  I 
gave  him  the  Pamphlet  you  sent ;  please  send  me  another. 

"  Respectfully, 


«  To "  Nov.  2nd,  1853. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  as  to  your  interview 
with     *     *     *. 

"  Some  time  since  I  addressed  the  Right  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  generally  on  the  subject,  and  asked  permission  to  forward  a 
statement  illustrating  the  Injustice,  Inequalities  and  Anomalies  of  the 
existing  Taxation ;  and  I  received,  in  reply,  a  very  courteous  note, 
expressing  the  willingness  of  Mr.  Gladstone  to  receive  the  statement,  and 
give  it  every  consideration. 

"  Since  tli en  I  have  been  labouring  to  collect  as  many  facts  as  possible. 

"  The  result,  as  far  as  I  have  yet  gone,  shows  a  much  stronger  case 
than  I  anticipated. 
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"  In  London  we  can  show  Stage  Carriages  (omnibuses)  working 
against  an  untaxed  system  of  Railway  and  Steam  Vessels.  The  Duties 
upon  Horse  Locomotion  being  15  per  cent.  Upon  Steam  Trains  at  a 
Penny  per  mile,  nothing;  upon  Steam  Vessels,  nothing. 

"  At  Maidstone,  there  is  a  Coach  going  to  London  working  at  the 
same  fare  as  the  untaxed  cheap  railway  train — the  rail  pays  nothing,  the 
Coach  Proprietor  £140  annual  Duty. 

"  Instances  occur  where  carriages  have  been  wholly  suppressed  by  the 
Tax 

"  Instances  also  occur  where  they  will  shortly  have  to  be  withdrawn 

"  Many  of  these  would  be  continued  if  the  Tax  were  removed,  or 
materially  reduced 

"  At  Bath,  several  Coaches  will  soon  be  withdrawn.  A  letter  received 
this  morning  from  that  City  states,  '  The  Omnibus  running  from  Bath  to 
Trowbridge,  20  Miles  Duty  daily,  is  this  week  discontinued,  on  account 
of  Duty  and  Toll ! ! ' 

"  Look,  again,  at  the  Revenue  from  the  Country  Stages — it  is  falling  off 
yearly 

"  When  a  gentleman  like  Mr. looks   at  these  things — i.  e.  at  the 

fact  that  the  Revenue  in  the  Country  is  falling,  and  in  town  nearly 
stationary — I  am  certain  he  will  feel  that  something  must  be  done.  It 
only  requires  knowledge  of  the  facts  to  induce  a  conviction  of  this  as  of 
necessity 

"  The  question  arising  from  your  interview  is,  How  is  the  revenue  to  be 
compensated  ? 

"  Is  it  really  the  question  which  should  be  raised  ?  "Will  not  the 
Revenue  be  itself  annihilated  if  the  present  system  continues? 

"  Our  Committee  here  go  for  the  Abolition  of  the  present  Duty. 

"  It  is  apparent  that  we  cannot  expect  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  part  with  the  whole  Income  at  once,  and  altogether;  and 
we  therefore  think  that  the  first  step  will  be  to  make  out  a  clear  and 
undeniable  case  for  the  Abolition  of  the  present  system. 

"  Then  the  Committee  will  call  their  fellow-traders  together,  and  go  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  discuss  what  new  mode  of  arrange- 
ment can  be  adopted. 

"  Pray  if  you  see,  or  have  the  opportunity  of  speaking  or  communi- 
cating with  Mr.  ,  impress  upon  him  the  importance  of  considering 

the  Total  Suppression  of  Conveyances  which  the  pkesent  system  is 
working. 

"  I  quite  agree  with  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  ,  of  Edinburgh,  in 

which  he  says,  '  We  have  a  good  case,  and  one  of  the  most  reasonable 
Chancellors  to  deal  with.' 

"  Suppose  a  Mileage  Duty  of  £1  be  imposed,  how  could  that  be  a  just 
assessment  when  the  Post-horse  and  Job-horse  create  competition  ? 

"The  Two-horse  Stage  Coach,  travelling  say  30  in  and  30  out,  00  miles 
altogether — would  have  to  pay  £00  mileage  Duty ;  while  the  Post- 
horse  Proprietor  could  manage  the  same  with  8  Ilorses,  and  only  pay 
,£30  Duty. 

"  In  this  view  — supposing  there  must  be  a  Tax  (which  I  contend  the 
Legislature  cannot  fairly  impose  after  the  grant  to  the  Dublin  Trade  of  a 
temporary  £8  Licence  last  year) — let  the  tax  be  as  equal  as  possible  on 


32 
all  public  Carriages  in  England,  Scotland,  and  "Wales ;  and  if  the  Licence 
or  Tax  be  placed  on  tbe  Mileage,  it  can  only  be  for  one  way,  or  at  10s. 
both  ways,   which  would   make  it  somewhat  uniform  with    the    Post- 
Pi  orse  Duty 

'*  Look  at  your  own  case,  and  see  if  I  am  not  borne  out. 

"  As  I  understand  your  statement,  you  work  128  miles  daily,  which, 
at  20*.  per  mile,  would  be  iSl  28  duty. 

"  But  20  horses  would  do  this  work,  for  which  the  Post  Tax  is  <£G0, 
being  an  extra  Tax  on  you  because  you  simply  ply  for  hire  for  separate 
passengers — though  you  give  continuous  and  regulated  conveyances,  for 
which  reason  the  advantage  ought  to  be  in  your  favour — of  <£68  per 
annum — upwards  of  one  hundred  per  cent. ! 

"  This  would  not  be  just,  and  the  Inequality  and  Anomaly  would  still 
exist 

"  If  we  could  hit  upon  a  scheme  for  a  Light  Taxation,  or  yearly 
Licence,  the  increase  of  Stages  and  Omnibuses,  in  Country  Towns  and 
Villages,  would  in  some  measure  compensate  the  Revenue. 

"  But  I  again  ask,  looking  to  the  measures  of  this  last  Session,  if  this 
question  as  to  the  Revenue  is  the  question  in  point  ? 

"  Who  condemns  this  Tax  ? 

"  Answer. — 1.  The  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
"  2.  The  late  Sir  R.  Peel. 
"  3.  Mr.  McCulloch. 

"  And  why  ? 

"  Because  it  was  Unjust,  Unequal,  and  Anomalous. 

"  As  to  the  Revenue  being  impaired,  I  must  humbly  submit  the 
following  figures,  which  were  taken  off  the  conveyances  of  the  wealthy 
classes  : — 

Private  Carriages  .     .     .     £    87,0007   no(\n  ortf\ 

Private  Horses  .     .     .         1 1 8,000  j  *^'bUU 

Post  Horses  and  Job  Horses      .     .     .  54,000 

the  first  two  amounting  to  more  than   four-fifths  of  the  whole   Revenue 

from  Stage  Carriages ;  and  I  must,  with  deference  and  respect,  raise  these 

questions. 

"  If  it  was  just  and  proper  to  give  up  £205,000  of  the  Revenue  in 
reducing  the  Taxes  on  Private  Carriages  and  Private  Horses,  is  it  not 
just  and  equitable  to  grant  an  equal  boon  to  Public  Carriages  and  Public 
Horses  ? 

"  And  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  these  Carriages  being  taxed  400  per 
cent,  more  than  Steam  accommodation  ? 

"  And  further :  when  our  Government  have  stamped,  with  their  own 
authority,  the  principle  which  we  are  contending  for,  that  is,  untaxed 
Horse  power — by  the  refusal  to  place  a  larger  Tax  on  Dublin  than  the 
temporary  sum  of  £8  ? 

"  I  have  written  this  out  as  the  matter  came  before  me,  in  answer  to 
yours,  and  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  hearing  again  from  you. 
"  I  am,  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 
(Signed)  "J.  E.  BRADFIELD, 

"  Secretary." 

V.S. — I  enclose  a  Parliamentary  Return  of  the  last  four  years'  Duty,  which  will 
show  the  declining  state  of  the  Tax  for  the  country,  and  the  almost  stationary  character 
of  it  in  the  metropolis.     I  am  told  the  present  year  will  not  at  all  improve  the  figures. 
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"  To  Mr.  J.  E.  Bradfield.  "  Nov.  4th,  1853. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  had  an  interview  again  with  *  •  *,  and  have  laid  before 
him  the  pressure  of  the  Stage  Tax  in  my  own  case,  and  also  your  note  of 
the  2nd.  I  believe  we  have  a  good  case,  and  every  chance  of  success,  but 
some  Revenue  must  be  collected.  I  drew  Mr.  ***'s  attention  to  the 
Dublin  Licence  of  £8,  but  his  answer  was,  '  no  private  Carriage  or  Horse 
is  taxed  in  Ireland,  therefore  a  less  Licence  would  do  for  Ireland.'  It 
seems,  by  the  return  you  sent  me,  in  London  1480  Licences  are  taken  out, 
which  pay  an  average  duty  of  £92.  In  the  Country,*2120  Licences  are 
taken  out,  which  pay  an  average  duty  of  £32.  It  also  appears,  the 
total  Revenue  derivable  in  England  is, 

From  Stage  Carriages — duty  on  Mileage  ....      £203,542 
„  Licences 11,343 


3600  Licences  do.  produce £214,885 

Which  will  average  15  per  cent,  on  the  earnings.  3600  Licences  at 
£20  each  would  produce  £72,000,  which  amounts  to  5  per  cent,  on  the 
earnings  ;  and  I  contend  that  at  a  £20  Licence  rate  the  revenue  would 
reach  the  present  sum  in  seven  years.  Now,  this  is  merely  a  suggestion 
of  my  own.     You  can  consider  it. 

"  Mr.  *  *  *  desires  that  the  Trade  will  consider  amongst  themselves 
a  system  which  will  prevent  fraud,  and  what  they  think  they  can  pay, 
and  he  will  meet  them,  and  send  for  *  *  *,  and  the  case  shall  be  gone 
into  in  all  its  bearings.     You  can  place  my  name  on  the  Committee. 

"  Respectfully, 


To "  Nov.  5th,  1853. 


'•  fclR, 


"  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date. 

"  The  subjects  left  by  Mr. for  the  consideration  of  the  Trade  will 

be  brought  before  the  Commitee  on  Tuesday. 

"  I  think  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  Government,  after  the  kindly 

consideration  the  matter  has  received  at  Mr. 's  hands,  to  weigh  well 

the  suggestions,  that  whatever  be  the  future  arrangement,  it  will  be  a 
responsibility  upon  us  to  submit  only  such  a  plan  as  will  protect  the 
Revenue  against  Fraud. 

"  You  know,  as  well  as  all  of  us,  that  in  the  existing  system  there  are 
many  openings  for  fraud,  and  that  they  have  been  taken  advantage  of, 
to  the  injury  of  the  Public  Income,  as  well  as  to  the  detriment  of  the  fair 
Trader. 

"  I  confess  that  I  can  see  no  protection  for  the  Revenue,  or  to  any  of 
the  Commercial  affairs  of  life,  equal  to  pre-payment. 

"  There  you  do  not  merely  guard  against  the  possibility  of  fraud,  but 
you  extinguish  the  possibility ;  you  create  an  impossibility. 

"  I  cannot  say  whether  pre-payment  will  be  assented  to  on  the  part  of 
the  Trade  as  a  principle  in  the  future  assessment.  Supposing  we  cannot 
carry  the  entiro  Abolition,  but  must  make  up  our  minds  to  a  Tax  of  some 
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kind,  I  think  there  are  more  reasons  in  favour  of  pie-payment  than  any 
other  mode.  It  always  protects  the  honest  Trailer  and  the  recipients  ; 
in  this  case,  the  Government.  But  in  proposing  pre  payment  as  a  prin- 
ciple in  any  new  Tax,  as  a  protection  to  the  Inland  Revenue  against 
Fraud,  let  me  observe  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  rdan  should  be  sub- 
mitted as  an  inducement  for  a  very  liberal  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  or  for  what  some  Commercial  men  would  call  Discount  for 
Cash  ;  and  others,  '  Insurance  against  L  ss.' 

"  This  prc-paymcnt,  if  adopted,  being  a  perfect  Insurance  against  loss, 
and,  by  the  bye,  also  a  saving  of  much  expense  in  collection  of  the 
Revenue,-"  it  must  be  admitted  that  a  smaller  sum  or  Tax  ought  to  be 
expected  from  the  Trade,  than  would  be  where  it  is  left  to  be  collected 
by  items  to  be  checked,  as  under  the  present  system. 

"  As  to  the  second  point,  your  proposition,  as  I  understood  it  originally, 
was  a  Tax  of  20s.  a-mile.  This,  I  endeavoured  to  convince  you,  would 
be  unjust  to  you,  unjust  to  the  Trade,  and  I  suggested  10*.  (of  course, 
considering  the  case  as  a  certainty  of  a  Tax  of  some  kind),  which  would 
put  the  Trade  on  a  more  equal  footing  with  the  competition  which  must 
come  through  the  reduction  of  the  Post-horse  Duties,  though  I  then, 
and  still  even  now,  consider  that  the  Trader  who  runs  his  Carriage  or 
Horses  by  Law,  whether  for  gain  or  loss,  ought  to  have  an  advantage  over 
the  man  who  only  sends  one  or  other  out  for  positive  gain,  which  I  con- 
tend is  the  distinction  between  the  Post  and  Job  Horse  Owner,  and  the 
Stage  Carriage  Proprietor. 

"  Your  suggestion  now  is,  that  a  £20  annual  Licence  should  be  the 
Tax  for  each  60-mile  Carriage  (as  I  collect  it),  and  that  the  Revenue 
would,  with  this  Tax,  give  such  an  extraordinary  impetus  to  the  Trade, 
that  it  would  reover  itself  in  seven  years. 

"  My  impression,  from  the  correspondence  I  have  received,  is,  that  if 
the  Government  would  try  the  experiment  with  us,  of  a  moderate  pre- 
paid Tax— say,  as  you  suggest,  £20  a-year  for  a  GO-mile  Carriage  — 
that  the  present  Country  Trade  would  be  three-fold  its  present  amount 
in  tico  years,  and  that  both  London  and  Provincial  Licences  would 
certainly,  before  the  time  you  mention,  yield  the  income  now  derived 
from  it. 

''Yet  it  would  yield  more — for  it  would  create  a  much  larger  con- 
sumption of  articles  bearing  indirect  Taxation. 

"  It  would  add  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  many  towns  and 
villages  now  in  a  state  of  semi-stagnation,  from  the  Rail  transit  absorbing 
(or  rather  swallowing  up)  their  former  local  Horse  Conveyances. 

"  Look  to  London,  and  see  what  the  River  Thames  is  from  Gravesend 
up  to  Richmond.  Think  you,  if  this  oppressive  impost  were  exacted 
from  Steamers,  there  would  be  one-tenth  of  the  vessels  now  carrying 
the  People  of  all  grades:  merchants,  bankers,  shippers,  ship-owners, 
merchants'  clerks,  bankers'  clerks,  warehousemen,  retail  dealers,  the 
excursionist,  the  master,  the  man,  the  domestic  servant  (both  sexes),  all 
classes  ?  I  do  say  I  believe  that  if  the  present  Stage  Carriage  Duty  was 
equally  imposed  upon  Parliamentary  Trains  and  Steam  Boats,  you  would 

[*  I  find  by  the  Finance  Accounts  of  1852 — ?,,  a  sum  of  £1090  is  charged  for 
checking  Stage  Carriage  journeys,  i.e.,  the  iiilcage,  which  expense  would  be  saved 
by  the  adoption  of  my  suggestion.] 
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not  have  one-tenth  of  travelling  of  persons  by  such  conveyances  as  you  do 
at  present  here  in  London  alone,  for  the  Steam  Boats  could  not  live, 
and  the  public  would  not  pay  the  fare  the  Trains  would  demand.  Our 
roads  are  enough  taxed  with  Tolls,  wiiich  Steam  Transit  by  water  is 
not.  Our  vehicles  in  London  pay  nearly  the  interest  of  a  million  and  a 
half  of  money  on  Toll  Roads  !  And  I  again  say,  looking  all  ways,  and  at 
all  inequalities,  oppressions,  and  anomalies,  you  cannot  but  come  to  one 
conviction — that  the  present  system  must  go. 

"•*  I  fear  I  have  exhausted  your  patience,  and  will  only  say,  in  reference 
to  Mr.  s  remark,  that  the  reason  the  Government  fixed  the  com- 
paratively nominal  sum  of  £8  on  the  Dublin  trade  on  Stages  was,  because 
Private  Horses  and  Carriages  were  untaxed  in  Ireland,  is  a  reason  which  I 
rejoice  to  hear  come  from  a  Member  of  the  Government,  as  the  principle 
of  the  Government,  because  as  that  Government  took  oft*  one-fifth  of  a 
million  of  money  from  English  Private  Carriages  and  Horses,  Justice, 
Equity,  and  Impartiality  must  have  weight  with  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  in  favour  of  the  oppressed  Stage  Carriage  owner,  who,  after  the 
concession  to  the  Private  Carriages  and  Horses,  will  otherwise  be  much 
more  unjustly  and  unequally  dealt  with  by  the  measure  of  18.53. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  in  haste,  yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)  "  J.  E.  BRADFIELD, 

"Secretary." 


{"[With  reference  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  this  correspondence,  that  in 
the  present  system  there  were  many  openings  to  fraud  on  the  Revenue,  a 
friend  in  the  west  of  England  has  written  to  remind  me  ot  what  the  Taxed 
Coach  has  suffered  for  years  from  the  carriers  being  permitted  to  carry 
passengers  Duty  free.  Pie  says: — "I  dare  say  the  same  fraud  upon  us 
who  are  taxed,  as  well  as  upon  the  Revenue,  exists  in  other  parts  as  in  the 
"West  of  England,  and  I  have  seen  between  Plymouth  and  Bristol  scores  of 
Spring  Waggons — some  laden  to  excess.  The  Inland  Officers  did  some 
time  since  look  after  these  conveyances,  and  some  few  were  fined ;  but 
the  fraud  is  still  carried  on  in  many  places."  I  have  quoted  this,  to 
show  that  my  opinion  is  borne  out  by  the  experience  and  knowledge  of 
practical  men."| 
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„  Mr.  Edward  Folwell. 
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Carmarthen — Mr.  Veal  Reece. 
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Edinburgh — Mr.  John  Croull. 
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Gloucester — Mr.  Haynes 

Guildford — Mr.  Gooderham. 

Hahtead — Mr.  Move. 
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„  Mr.  E.  Moss  (Knutsford). 
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low  (Richmond  Conveyance  Co.). 
Salisbury — Mr.  L.  O.  Weeks,  Jun. 
Salop. — Mr.  Fox. 

,,     — Mr.  Isaac  Taylor. 
Sheffield— Messrs.  West  &  Co. 
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mead  (Carlton  Dereham) 
Sunderland — Mr.  P.  Lockie. 
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Yarmouth — Mr.  John  Brown(Angel  Inn) 
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The  London  Committee  meet  every  Tuesday,  at  One  o'clock,  at  the 
Office,  19,  Strand,  near  Charing  Cross,  London. 


V  Subscriptions  towards   the  above  object  are  respectfully  requested 
to   be    forwarded  to   Mr.  James  Willing,   Treasurer,  Walworth  Gate, 
London;     and    all    Communications     addressed    to     Mr.    Bradfield, 
Secretary  to  the  Stage  Carriage  Committee  of  Great  Britain,  19,  Strand 
London. 
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The  following  is  the  Petition  of  the  Stage 
Carriage  Proprietors  to  the  Houses  of  Lords  and 
Commons. 


The  humble  Petition  of  the  undersigned  Proprietors  of  Public 
Stage  Carriages 

That  your  Petitioners  have  for  several  years  been  Licensed  for 
the  conveyance  of  Passengers  by  Stage  Carriages,  and  have  paid, 
in  addition  to  the  annual  Licence  of  £3  3s.  per  carriage,  large 
sums  of  money  from  time  to  time  for  the  Mileage  Duties  of  Three 
half-pence  per  mile  for  every  mile  travelled  by  each  vehicle,  as  fixed 
in  1811,  by  5  and  6  vie,  c.  79; 

That,  owing  to  the  increase  of  Railways,  and  the  competition  of 
untaxed  Trains  and  untaxed  Steam  Vessels,  the  Stage  Carriage 
Trade  in  Great  Britain,  has  been  of  late  years  greatly  depressed — 
such  Duties  have  become  very  oppressive,  and  many  carriages  have 
made  unprofitable  returns,  and  have  consequently  been  withdrawn 
from  the  road  ; 

That  the  Proprietors  of  Stage  Carriages  had  sustained  con- 
siderable losses,  not  only  by  payment  of  a  very  heavy  Tax  when 
their  trade  was  unprofitable,  but  by  the  sacrifice  of  property  in  the 
relinquishing  of  Stages  ;  and  those  Proprietors  having  capital 
in  existing  carriages  are  anxious  to  preserve  it,  and  to  continue 
their  Trade; 

That  at  present  the  Mileage  Duties  amount  to  a  Taxation  as 
high  as  15  per  cent.,  on  the  average,  upon  Passenger  Receipts  ; 
That  in  many  instances  it  has  exceeded  such  per  centage — in  some 
few  it  has  been  less — but  the  said  15  per  cent,  is  about  the 
average ; 

That  in  1837  a  Committee  of  your  Honorable  House  "earnestly 
recommended  the  Abolition  of  all  Taxes  ox  Public  Car- 
riages, and  on  Carriages  generally,  at  the  earliest  possible  period 
consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  financial  arrangements  of 
the  country."  They  also  stated  their  opinion  "  that  the  revenue 
would  be  compensated  by  the  increased  consumption  of  taxable 
commodities,  while  the  inequality  would  be  removed ;" 
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That  the  Revenue  from  Stage  Carriages  at  the  time  of  this 
Report  was  Half'-a-Million  of  money,  which  has  decreased  since  so 
much,  that  the  Country  returns  in  England  (1852-3)  exhibited  an 
income  of  only  =£73,903  ; 

That  the  Revenue  has  diminished  of  late  years,  from  the 
oppressive  and  suppressive  operation  of  the  Mileage  Duties;  and 
your  Petitioners  are  certain,  that  if  the  same  Tax  be  continued, 
the  Revenue  will  still  further  decrease,  while  the  population  in 
many  places  will  be  without  the  means  of  legalised  conveyances; 

That  your  Petitioners  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your 
Honorable  House  to  the  very  liberal  manner  in  which  Railways  are 
Taxed,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Gross  Receipts  of  the  Railways  amount 
to  near  Sixteen  Millions  of  money  ;  That  the  amount  of  the 
professed  Tax  of  5  per  cent,  upon  Railways,  which  was  paid 
to  the  Public  Revenue  account  in  1852  by  the  Railway  Companies, 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  i.J280,143  only,  being  thus  a  Taxation  of 
little  more  than  If  per  cent,  upon  such  Gross  Receipts  ;  whilst  the 
Taxes  levied  upon  Animal  or  Horse  power  are  oOO  per  cent, 
more — and  there  is  no  Tax  whatever  upon  Steam  by  Water ; 

That    the  vast    benefits   conferred    upon   commerce   and   social 

f>rogress  by  Steam  has  been  materially  furthered  by  the  laws  re- 
aring to  that  Locomotive  power  imposing  no  taxation  upon 
Conveyances  by  Water,  nor  upon  certain  Trains  by  Land,  and  to 
the  exemption  from  duty  of  a  larger  number  of  trains  than  was 
contemplated  by  Parliament  when  it  established  the  Parliamentary 
Trains.  If  the  Railways  had  been  taxed  the  same  as  the  Stages 
have,  that  is,  by  a  Mileage  Duty  of  Three  half-pence  per  mile  for 
every  carriage  travelling,  the  receipts  of  the  Railways,  after  pay- 
ment of  such  Tax,  would  not  have  yielded  to  the  Shareholders  a 
remunerative  dividend  ;  That  these  circumstances  your  Petitioners 
respectfully  urge  upon  your  Honorable  House,  as  further  illus- 
trating the  great  injustice  of  maintaining  the  present  system  of 
Duties  upon  the  Mileage  of  Stages;  That  also  the  Iron  Roads  may 
be  said  to  be  the  Great  Rivers  for  the  flow  of  commercial  trans- 
actions and  social  intercourse,  and  the  Stage  Roads  the  tributary  or 
feeding  streams — it  would  thus  appear  opposed  to  the  plainest 
principles  and  the  most  desirable  results,  to  levy  from  the  passenger 
by  the  stream  to  the  river  a  heavier  tax  than  when  he  is  on  the 
river — whereas  by  placing  both  under  the  same  just  and  equal  law 
as  to  freedom  from  Taxation,  an  additional  impetus  would  be  given 
to  the  larger  power  ; 

That  the  Owners  of  Stage  Carriages  expected  some  relief  to 
maintain  their  trade;  but  they  have,  with  dismay,  found  that  last 
year  your  Honorable  House,  by  reducing  the  Taxes  on  the  Car- 
riages of  the  wealthy  and  upper  classes,  increased  the  original 
Inequalites,  the  Injustice  and  the  Oppression  of  the  Stage  Carriage 
Tax  ; 

That  your  Petitioners  respectfully  submit  to  your  Honorable 
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House  the  following  figures  in  corroboration  of  their  Statement  as 

to  the  partiality  shown  to   the  Carriages  of  the  wealthy   by  the 
reduction  of  Taxation  in  1853  : — 

Revenue,  1852—53,  Relief,  1853. 

Hackney  Carriages .£84,556     0     0    ...  .£26,000) 

Post  and  Job  Horses  ...       150,060  16     4    ...  54,000 1     Total, 

Private  Carriages    407,222     3     8    ...  87,000 \£ 285,000 

Private  Horses    373,245  13     1    ...  118,000' 


Stage   Carriages    (Eng-1    218142     7 
land  and  Scotland)      J 


llf  ...       NO  BELIEF. 


That  laws  which  operate  practically  to  permit  the  rich  to  travel 
by  Steam  upon  the  carriers  paying  5  per  cent.  Tax,  but  excluding 
the  labouring  classes  from  travelling  by  Stages,  unless  their  carriers 
pay  15  per  cent.  Tax,  are,  your  Petitioners  most  respectfully 
submit,  opposed  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  Justice  and 
Equity  ; 

That  the  injustice  of  paying  the  Stage  Mileage  Duties  has  been 
so  extensively  and  severely  felt,  that  men  have  violated  the  law,  and 
evaded  such  duties,  as  your  Petitioners  are  prepared  to  prove,  in 
many  country  places,  by  carrying  passengers  in  Omnibuses,  Vans 
and  Waggons,  professing  to  carry  goods  only ;  and  such  untaxed 
vehicles  must  increase  on  account  of  the  requirements  of  the 
population  in  proportion  as  Taxed  Stages  decrease ; 

That  your  Petitioners  are  certain  that  the  Abolition  of  these 
Mileage  Duties  will  be  most  beneficial  to  many  country  towns 
and  villages  lying  off  the  lines  of  Railways,  and  to  Provincial 
Railway  Stations,  where  at  this  period  the  supply  of  Omnibuses 
is  very  limited,  and  will  cause  the  speedy  placing  on  the  road, 
between  such  places  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  of  a  great 
mass  of  Coaches  and  Omnibuses  at  Cheap  Fares,  and  thereby 
increase  facilities  to  local  commercial  pursuits ;  give  employ  to 
thousands  of  persons ;  re-establish  the  Stage  Carriage  Building 
Trade,  now  almost  extinct ;  cause  an  extra  consumption  of  Hay, 
Corn,  Straw,  &c,  and  otherwise  add  to  the  prosperity  and  comfort 
of  the  population  ; 

That  Stage  Carriages,  if  free  from  Taxation,  could  carry 
passengers  to  and  from  numerous  populous  points  at  the  rate  of 
One  Penny  per  Mile ;  and  your  Petitioners  pray  your  Honorable 
House  at  least  to  exempt  Carriages,  carrying  passengers  at  such 
a  rate  of  fares,  from  Taxation,  the  same  as  Railways; 

That   your   Petitioners  humbly   submit   the  following  grounds 
in  support  of  their  Prayer  for   the   Total   Abolition    of  the 
Pbe&ent    System  of   Mileage   Duties  on   Stage  Carriages 
in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales  : — 
First — Because  they  are  unjust  and  oppressive,  the  amount  being, 

as  previously  stated,  on  the  average,  15  per  cent,  on  the  Receipts 

from  Fares. — 


41 

Second — Because  they  enforce  an  average  Tax  of  ^80  per  annum 
upon  every  stud  of  eight  horses  when  employed  in  Public 
Stages ;  the  sum  of  i?S0  only  being  the  sum  charged  for  the 
same  number  of  horses  when  employed  in  Post  and  Job  Car- 
riages ;  and  the  sum  of  i^ll  18s.  only  when  the  same  number 
are  employed  in  Private  Carriages. — 

Third — Because  Railways  have  had  the  effect  of  materially  reducing 
the  Fares  charged  to  passengers  by  Stages — thus  increasing 
the  per  centage  of  Taxation  to  its  present  oppressive  amount, 
whilst  also  the  price  of  horses  has  increased ;  and  such  large 
payments  have  ruined  many  traders  with  small  capital. — ■ 

Fourth — Because    Steam    Vessels    and    Parliamentary    Trains a 

primary  and  increasing  source  of  competition  with  Horse  power 
— are  altogether  free  from  Taxation. — 

Fifth — Because  the  Express,  Mail  and  First  and  Second-class 
Trains  are  only  taxed  at  5  per  cent,  on  the  actual  Passengers1 
Fares;  and  Parliamentary  and  Goods  Trains  being  exempt  from 
Duty,  the  total  average  Taxation  on  Railway  Companies  is, 
as  before  stated,  but  little  more  than  If  per  cent,  on  the  Gross 
Receipts. — 

Sivth — Because  the  reduction  of  the  Post  and  Job  Horse  Tax 
will  create  greater  competition  with  Stages ;  and  that  reduction, 
and  also  the  recent  reliefs  granted  to  Hackney  Carriages,  and 
to  Private  Carriages  and  Private  Horses,  necessarily  increases  the 
original  inequalities  of  Taxation  on  Public  Stages. — 

Seventh — Because  by  abolishing  this  Taxation  the  middle  and 
labouring  classes  of  the  population  will  obtain  great  advantages 
in  the  regular  supply  of  fresh  conveyances. — 

Eighth — Because  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  recommended  the  "  Entire  Abolition11  of  Taxation 
on  "  Public  Carriages,11  and  such  material  relief  was  so  extended 
last  year  to  all  other  Carriages,  Public  and  Private,  with  the 
single  exception  of  Public  Stages; — and, 

Ninth — Because  the  principle  of  Liberal  Taxation  also  adopted 
towards  Ireland,  in  fixing  last  year  a  temporary  licence  of  £8 
only  upon  the  Public  Stages  of  Dublin,  is  one  which  renders  the 
existing  Taxation  of  similar  vehicles  in  Great  Britain  more 
unjust,  unequal  and  anomalous. — 

That  under  the  above  circumstances  your  Petitioners  earnestly 
Appeal   to  your   Honorable  House  to   consider  their  case   not  as 
a  question  of  Finance,  but  as  one  of  public  necessity  and  of  Justice. 
Your    Petitioners   therefore   humbly    Pray    that   your 
Honorable  House  will  Abolish  the  existing  System 
of  Taxation  on  Stage  Carriages  in  England,  Scot- 
land and  Wales  ; 

AND  YOUR  PETITIONERS  WILL  EVER  PRAY. 
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The   following   Petition   has   also   been  adopted  by 
the   Inhabitants  of  several   large   Towns. 


Co  tijc  honorable  tf)e  Commons  of  tfje  HnttctJ  ISing&om  of 
<5reat  Britain  antJ  ErdanB,  fa  13arliament  SlsBfmblcB. 


The  humble  Petition  of  the  undersigned  Inhabitants 
of  Preston,  in  the  County  of  Lancaster, 

SijCtoetf', 

That  all  Laws  should  be  equal  iiTtheir  operation,  whatever  may 
be  the  station  in  life  or  pursuits  of  the  persons  whom  they  affect ; 
That  unequal  laws  produce  injustice  and  oppression,  and  have  a 
restrictive  and  prohibitory  influence  on  the  social  and  commercial 
progress  of  mankind  ; 

That  it  appears  to  your  Petitioners  that  the  laws  affecting  the 
Internal  Conveyances  of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  are  most 
unjust  and  uneqnal  ;  That  they  act  with  oppression  on  the  Owners 
of  Public  Stage  Carriages,  and  have  suppressed  the  supply  of  such 
conveyances  between  many  country  towns  and  villages  ;  and  that 
thus  rapid,  cheap  and  steady  intercourse  between  all  classes  of  the 
population,  and  facilities  to  small  traders  in  distant  places  and 
suburban  districts  not  accommodated  by  Railways,  are  very  re- 
stricted and  limited  ; 

That  this  is  owing,  your  Petitioners  believe,  to  the  amount  of 
the  Taxes  assessed  upon  Stage  Coaches ; 

That  it  appears  that  upon  the  carrying  of  Passengers  by  Steam 
Vessels  and  by  Parliamentary  Trains  by  Railway  no  Taxes  what- 
ever are  levied ;  That  such  Express,  Mail  and  other  Trains  as 
convey  the  wealthy  and  upper  classes  are  only  taxed  to  the  extent 
of  5  per  cent,  on  the  actual  Passenger  Fares  received,  the  receipts 
from  carrying  Goods  being  Free  from  Duty,  whilst  Stage  Carriages 
in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  are  assessed  at  the  rate  of  Three 
half-pence  per  mile  for  every  mile  travelled  by  each  vehicle,  and 
that  whether  a  Single  Passenger  is  carried  or  None;  by  which 
mode  of  levying  the  Revenue  Duty,  a  Taxation  averaging  15  per 
cent,  on  the  Receipts  of  Stages  is  imposed  upon  these  conveyances ; 
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That  in  Ireland  Railways  are  not  Taxed  at  all ;  and  last  year  an 
Act  passed  your  Honorable  House,  under  which  the  Dublin  Stages 
are  only  subject  to  a  Revenue  Duty  of  £8  each,  with  a  discre- 
tionary power  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  to  remit  or  reduce  even 
that  sum  ; 

That  last  year  your  Honorable  House  reduced  the  Taxation  on 
the  Carriages  and  Horses  used  by  the  wealthy  and  upper  classes,  to 
the  amount  of  i?285,000  ;  but  on  the  Stages— Carriages  which  are 
used  by  the  Public  at  large,  and  very  often  by  the  poorer  classes — 
there  was  no  reduction  of  Taxation  ; 

That  your  Petitioners  are  anxious  to  see  all  unjust  and  unequal 
laws  repealed,  and  every  oppressive  system  of  Taxation  abolished  ; 
and  also  that  the  freedom  from  Taxation  conferred  on  Steam 
Transit  by  Land  and  Water  should  be  extended  to  the  Public 
Conveyances  by  Horse  Power. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  Pray  that  your 
Honorable  House  will  abolish  the  existing  System 
of  Taxation  on  Stage  Carriages  in  England,  Scot- 
land and   Wales; 

AND  YOUR  PETITIONERS  WILL  EVER  PRAY. 


NOTICES    OF    THE    PRESS. 


From   the    mining   Journal,    October   8,   1853. 

Fn  the  Mining  Journal  of  September  17,  we  inserted  the  summary  of  a 
Parliamentary  Paper,  showing  some  strange  anomalies  with  respect  to  the 
amount  of  taxation  contributed  by  the  stage-coach  proprietors  of  Great  Britain, 
the  omnibus  proprietors  of  London,  and  the  railways  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  The  mileage  duty  on  stage-carriages,  which  in  1835  amounted 
to  498,497/.,  was  for  the  year  ended  January  5,  1853,  only  67,224/.,  and  6679/. 
for  licences  ;  the  London  omnibuses  paid  136,318/.  for  mileage,  and  4663/. 
for  licences,  being  an  excess  from  the  metropolitan  trade  over  all  England 
of  nearly  one-half;  while  the  whole  of  the  railways  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  contribute  only  280,143/.,  against  214,886/.  for  metropolitan  and 
country  stage-coacl-.es. 

We  have  now  before  us  a  small  pamphlet  on  the  same  subject,  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  J.  E.  B;adfield,  Secretary  to  the  Committee  for  the  Abolition  of 
Stage-Carri.ige  Duty,  in  which  these  facts  are  followed  by  very  apposite 
remarks,  and  cogent  reasons  why  this  tax  should  be  immediately  abolished. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  an  unequal  tax,  an  anomaly,  which,  in  1839,  Sir  R.  Peel, 
declared  ought  not  to  exist.  Steam-vessels  from  Woolwich  to  Richmond  are 
untaxed;  parliamentary  trains  are  untaxed.  Express,  and  first  and  second- 
class  trains  are  taxed  only  5  per  cent,  on  actual  fares  received,  while  London 
omnibuses  and  country  coaches  are  taxed  by  a  fixed  mileage  duty,  whether 
they  get  passengers  or  not,  amounting  to  from  10  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
received.  They  are  thus  taxed  400  per  cent,  more  than  express,  first  and 
second-class  trains,  Hackney  carriages,  post  horses,  carriage  and  job  horses  ; 
800  per  cent,  more  than  gentlemen's  horses  and  carriages,  and  1000  per 
cent,  more  than  the  proprietors  in  the  Dublin  trade.  Moreover,  in  1837,  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  recommended  the  abolition  of  all 
taxation  on  carriages  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  country.  The  arguments  brought  forward  by 
the  writer,  are,  we  think,  unanswerable  ;  and  among  other  advantages  which 
would  result  from  the  abolition,  it  is  shown  how  it  would  add  to  the  rapid, 
cheap,  and  steady  intercourse  between  parents  and  children,  kindred  and 
relations,  country  towns  and  villages ;  increasing  facilities  to  local  commercial 
pursuits,  giving  extra  employment  to  the  industrial  classes  engaged  in  the 
daily  tiaffic  of  a  stage-coach,  in  addition  to  the  impetus  given  to  branches  of 
business  connected  with  building  and  working  coaches,  the  smith,  harness 
maker,  farrier,  coach  finisher,  painter,  &c.  The  committee  is  formed  of  the 
majority  of  the  proprietors  round  London,  certainly  the  most  influential,  and 
who  as  a  body,  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost,  nor 
leave  a  stone  unturned  until  the  obnoxious  tax  is  removed. 


From   the    Snnday   Times,    October    16,    1853. 

Observations  on  the  Injustice,  &c,  of  the  Present  System  of 
Taxation  of  Stage  Coaches  in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales.  By 
J.  E.  Bradfield. — This  little  pamphlet  embodies  in  a  clear  and  concise  form 
the  gross  anomalies  and  injustice  to  which  stage  carriages  are  exposed  in  the 
way  of  taxation,  as   compared  with  any  other  mode  of  conveyance. 
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From  the    IVIorniag    Herald,   October   26,   1853. 

Stage  Carriage  Duty. — A  small  pamphlet  under  this  title  has  been  just 
published  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Bradfield,  the  object  of  which  is  to  expose  the  gross 
inequalities  of  the  present  system  of  taxation  of  stage  coaches  in  England  and 
Wales — inequalities  which  have  been  entirely  overluoked  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  his  recent  budget.  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  for  the 
abolition  of  this  species  of  taxation  a  resolution  was  passed,  which  seems  to 
embody  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manner  the  grievances  upon  which  Mr.  Bradfield 
has  enlarged  at  greater  length.  It  runs  thus. — "That  the  present  taxation  of 
stage  carriages  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  is  unjust,  unequal,  and 
anomalous  ;  prevents  the  competition  of  horse  power  with  railways  and  steam- 
vessels,  and  practically  prohibits  the  supply  of  cheap  conveyances  to  and  from 
distant  and  intermediate  localities  not  accommodated  by  steam  transit,  and 
such  taxation  ought  to  be  abolished,  because  steam-vessels  are  not  taxed  at  all. 
Railway  trains  (parliamentary)  conveying  the  same  class  of  passengers  as 
stage  coaches  are  not  taxed,  and  such  express  and  other  trains  as  convey  the 
wealthy  and  upper  classes  are  only  taxed  to  the  extent  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
actual  fares  received,  whilst  stage  carriages  and  omnibuses  in  England,  Scotland 
and  Wales  are  taxed  (whether  they  carry  passengers  or  not)  at  the  rate  -)f 
lgd.  per  mile  for  every  mile  travelled,  which  amounts  to  a  taxation,  in  some 
cases,  equal  to  20  per  cent,  on  receipts  ;  and,  finally,  because  the  legislature 
this  year  (IS53)  fixed  the  taxation  on  the  Dublin  stages  and  omnibuses  at  only 
8/.  each  carriage,  whereas  the  average  of  the  annual  taxation  and  licences 
levied  on  London  omnibuses  has  recently  exceeded  ICO/,  each  vehicle." 


From   the    Globe,    November   4,    1853. 

The  Stage  Carriage  Trade. —  In  order  to  understand  the  movement 
which  has  recently  taken  place  lor  bettering  the  condition  of  our  country  and 
metropolitan  stages,  Mr.  Bradfield,  the  secretary  to  the  London  committee,  has 
supplied  us  with  the  following  statement: — 

It  appears  that  the  present  tax  is  condemned  primarily  on  account  of  its 
injustice  to  the  trader,  its  prohibitory  influence  to  commerce,  and  the  tendency 
it  is  likely  to  have  to  diminish  the  Revenue  at  present  <;erived  from  it. 

It  is  also  unequal  ;  an  anomaly  which  Sir  R.  Peel,  in  1839,  declared  ought 
not  to  exist.  In  1 8 -i 7 ,  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  recom- 
mended its  entire  abolition;  and  in  1845.  Mr.  MCulloch  ("Treatise  on  Tax- 
ation") wrote  that  these,  as  well  as  other  taxes  (recently  reduced),  were 
"  opposed  to  the  plainest  pi inciples  and  most  desirable  results,"  and  "should 
be  got  rid  of  as  soon  as  practicable." 

Such  are  the  high  authorities  for  the  movement,  and  then  there  are  these 
facts  illustrating  the  injustice,  inequalities,  and  anomalies  of  the  existing  system. 

Steam  vessels  are  untaxed — Parliamentary  trains  are  untaxed — express  and 
first  and  second  class  trains  are  taxed  only  5  per  cent,  on  actual  fares  received, 
while  London  omnibuses  and  country  coaches  are  taxed  by  a  fixed  mileage 
duty,  whether  they  get  passengers  or  not,  amounting  to  from  10  to  20  per  cent. 
on  the  amount  received.  They  are  taxed  400  per  cent,  more  than  express 
first  and  second  class  trains  ;  Hackney  carriages,  post  horses,  and  job  horses, 
800  per  cent,  more  than  gentlemen's  horses  and  carriages;  and  1000  per  cent, 
more  than  the  proprietors  in  the  Dublin  trade. 

•Among  other  advantages  which  would  result  from  the  abolition,  it  is  evident 
it  must  add  to  the  rapid,  cheap,  and  steady  intercourse  between  parents  and 
children,  kindred  and  relations,  country  towns  and  villages,  increasing  facilities 
to  local  commercial  pursuits,  giving  extra  employment  to  the  industrial  classes 
engaged  in  the  daily  traffic  of  a  stage  coach;  and  give  an  impetus  to  the 
branches  of  business  connected  with  building  and  maintaining  coaches — the 
smith,  harness  maker,  farrier,  coach  finisher,  wheelwright,  painter,  ficc. 
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From   Eddowes   Journal,  Shrewsbury,  October    12,    1853. 

The  Stage  Carriage  Duty. — There  is  no  doubt  that  the  stage  coach 
proprietors  are,  in  the  matter  of  taxation  an  ill-used  body.  In  these  days 
of  fiscal  reforms,  their  case  should  certainly  not  be  overlooked.  While 
our  taxing  machinery  was  of  a  clumsy,  cumbrous,  and  undiscriminating 
character, — and  when,  moreover,  steam  and  its  appliances  had  not  grievously 
damaged  the  position  of  the  coach  proprietors, — it  was  perhaps  allowable 
enough  that  the  heavy  and  oppressive  form  of  the  "mileage  duty"  should 
be  tolerated  without  much  complaint.  But  now  that  attempts  are  constantly 
being  made  to  regulate  and  proportion  the  incidence  of  taxation,  it  is  monstrous 
that  a  body  of  traders  should  be  still  exposed  to  the  infliction  of  the  barbarous 
form  in  which  the  mileage  duties  are  imposed.  The  case  has  been  well 
put  in  a  pamphlet  which  has  reached  us,  entitled  "  Observations  on  the 
injustice,  inequalities,  and  anomalies  of  the  present  system  of  taxing  Stage 
Coaches,"  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Bradfield.  When  we  say  that  the  stage  proprietors 
have  to  pay  taxes  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  passengers  whether  they  get 
them  or  not,  we  shall  hive  indicated,  in  brief,  the  nature  of  their  grievance. 
The  promoters  of  the  railway  system  clearly  saw  the  folly  and  injustice  of 
such  a  mode  of  taxation,  and  they  accordingly  at  once  procured  it  to  be 
enacted  that  their  contributions,  in  the  shape  of  duty  to  the  Government, 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  number  of  passengers  they  carried,  and  the 
amount  of  their  receipts.  Beyond  this,  too,  they  have  obtained  for  themselves 
complete  immunity  from  taxation  in  the  case  of  their  "Parliamentary"  trains; 
so  that  the  coach  proprietors — a  large  proportion  of  whose  customers  in  the  rural 
districts  belong  to  the  classes  which  travel  by  the  untaxed  trains  of  the  Railway 
Companies — labour  under  the  disability  of  paying  an  excessive  duty  for  a 
privilege  which  the  railways  enjoy  gratuitously.  That  the  effect  of  this  de- 
fective fiscal  legislation  should  be,  that,  where  the  absence  of  iron  road  renders 
coaching  accommodation  necessary,  it  should  be  both  scanty  and  high  priced, 
is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  communication 
between  districts  not  opened  up  by  the  great  arterial  thoroughfares  of  the  rail- 
way system,  is  hampered  and  impeded  ;  and  an  obstacle  of  a  very  serious  kind 
is  placed  in  the  way  of  social  and  commercial  intercourse.  Considerations  of 
equity  and  of  public  convei  ience  and  advantage  alike  demand  that  there  should 
be  some  modification  of  this  evil.  Its  contiuued  existence,  while  it  is  a  source 
of  great  hardship  upon  the  proprietors  of  stage  carriages,  is  also  the  cause  of 
transit  by  that  descripton  of  vehicle  being  an  anomaly  in  the  present  days  of 
cheap  travelling.  Whether  the  relief  should  be  afforded  by  a  modification  of 
the  present  system,  or  by  the  total  abolition  of  the  duty,  it  is  not  necessary  here 
to  enquire  !  but  at  all  events  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  a  change  of  some  kind 
being  required  that  shall  have  the  effect  of  relieving  an  oppressed  branch  of 
industry,  and  of  promoting  the  facilities  of  commercial  intercourse  and  social 
communication. 


From   the   Era,    November    5,    1853. 

Inequalities  and  Anomalies  of  the  Duty  on  Omnibuses  and 
Stage  Coaches. — Notwithstanding  the  many  good  points  in  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  financial  scheme  of  last  session,  he  left  many  anomalies 
untouched,  which  embody  injustice  as  gross  as  any  of  the  worst  taxes  which 
have  been  swept  away  on  account  of  their  inequality  and  unfairness.  The 
system  of  taxation  at  present  applied  to  stage  coaches  and  omnibuses  is  op- 
pressive in  itself,  but  that  is  not  its  worst  feature  ;  and  we  shall  take  leave  to 
show,  from  a  very  clear  and  dispassionate  statement  put  forth  by  Mr.  J.  E. 
Bradfield,  that  it  inflicts  a  grievous  injustice  on  account  of  its  partiality. 
Steamboats  convey  passengers  without  any  duty  at  all  being  levied  upon  them; 
the  conveyance  of  passengers  by  parliamentary  trains  does  not  render  a  railway 
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company  liable  to  a  tax;  an<l  the  iluty  incurred  by  (hem  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers  at  higher  fares,  by  express  and  first  and  second  class  trains,  is  levied 
only  on  actual  fares  received,  and  at  a  fixed  rate  of  five  per  cent.,  while  if  these 
passengers  are  conveyed  by  animal  power,  in  stage  coaches  or  omnibuses,  the 
proprietors  of  these  vehicles  are  heavily  mulcted,  not  on  actual  receipts,  as  is 
the  case  with  the  great  railway  companies,  but  whether  they  carry  one  or  a 
dozen  passengers.  Animal  power  on  the  road  has  thus  to  sustain  an  unequal 
competition  with  steam  power  on  the  river  and  on  the  iron  rail.  If  a  district 
does  not  happen  to  have  presented  inducements  to  capitalists  to  construct  a 
railway,  and  the  defect  is  supplied  by  a  stage  coach,  the  praiseworthy  attempt 
to  gain  a  living,  and  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  public  where  it  is  most 
wanted,  is  rewarded  by  the  imposition  of  an  excessive  tax,  which  in  many  cases 
must  altogether  deprive  the  public  of  the  accommodation  they  really  need.  The 
tax  on  the  carriages  of  the  rich  has  just  been  reduced,  while  a  poor  woman  who 
walks  a  long  distance  from  her  village  to  the  market  town,  and  after  standing  a 
day  with  her  butter  and  eggs,  would  gladly  get  to  her  home  as  quickly  as 
possible,  is  perhaps  deprived  of  this  advantage  by  a  heavy  tax  on  her  carriage, 
and  has  no  alternative  but  to  plod  her  weary  way,  or  to  creep  along  in  a  farmer's 
waggon  at  the  rate  of  two  miles-and-a-half  an  hour. 

Mr.  Bradfield  adduces,  by  way  of  illustration,  a  contrast  between  the  untaxed 
steamboat  on  the  river,  conveying  its  300  passengers  from  Westminster  to 
London  Bridge,  at  a  penny  a -head,  and  the  omnibuses  which  takes  the  same 
number  by  land.  The  steamboat  employs  six  or  eight  persons,  consumes  coal 
and  contributes  to  pier  dues,  while  fifteen  omnibuses  employ  thirty  men,  thirty 
horses,  and  pay  a  mileage  of  three  halfpence  for  every  mile  travelled,  or  a  tax, 
in  the  example  adduced,  of  7?.  6d.,  equivalent  to  nearly  ihirty  per  cent,  on 
horse  power,  the  steamboat  being  duty  free.  Besides  this,  an  annual  licence 
must  be  taken  out  for  each  vehicle  at  a  cost  of  three  guineas.  Taking  the  cost 
of  an  omnibus  or  stage  coach,  the  purchase  of  horses  and  harness,  wages  to 
coachmen,  conductors,  and  stable-men,  the  carriage  duty  amounts  in  Loudon 
to  about  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  capital  employed.  If  it  be  said  that  this 
heavy  tax  is  defrayed  by  the  public,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  impossibility 
of  running  at  lower  fares  diminishes  the  number  of  passengers,  and  gives  an 
undue  advantage  to  untaxed  rivals. 

Last  session,  it  is  true,  duties  were  reduced  on  Hackney  carriages,  and  horses 
and  carriages  let  for  hire,  to  the  extent  of  £80,000,  but  the  private  carriages 
of  the  rich,  and  horses  kept  for  pleasure,  were  relieved  of  duty  to  an  amount 
not  less  than  £205,000.  The  stage  carriage  and  omnibus  are  the  vehicles  of 
the  poorer  and  middling  classes,  to  whom  time  is  everything,  but  the  boon  was 
withheld  from  them.  Mr.  Bradfield  shows  the  unequal  nature  of  the  stage 
carriage  tax  in  proportion  to  other  taxed  conveyances  as  follows  :      It  is — 

•100  per  cent,  more  than  express  and  first  and  second  class  railway  trains. 

400  per  cent,  more  than  Hackney  carriages. 

400  per  cent,  more  than  post  horses,  job  horses,  and  carriages. 

800  per  cent,  more  than  gentlemen's  carriages  and  horses. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Irish  metropolis  are  so  far  favoured  that  an  annual 
duty  of  £8  on  each  vehicle  absolves  stage  carriages  and  omnibuses  from  mileage 
duty,  and  constitutes  a  fixed  commutation  for  both  these  duties  and  the  cost  of 
a  licence.  The  tax  in  Dublin,  Mr.  Bradfield  says,  is  1,000  per  cent,  less  than 
is  paid  by  the  London  omnibus  owner,  or  the  English  and  Scotch  coach 
proprietor. 

The  mileage  duty  for  the  English  metropolis  amounts  to  .£136,318  a  year, 
nine-tenths  of  which  are  paid  by  the  omnibus  proprietors.  In  1837,  a  select 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  recommended  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
stage  carriage  revenue,  which  then  amounted  to  £523,836.  It  produces  at 
present  £214,836,  so  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  find  it  a  less 
difficult  task  to  emancipate  public  conveyances  drawn  by  horses  from  taxation 
altogether,  and  thus  to  give  them  a  better  chance  of  competing  with  their 
formidable  and  nearly  untaxed  rivals. 
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From  the  Morning  Advertiser,  December  3,  1853. 
Taxation  ox  Stage  Carriages. — The  strange  anomalies  which  present 
themselves  in  the  perusal  of  the  Parliamentary  returns  relative  to  the  amount  of 
taxation  contrihuted  by  the  Stage  C^ach  proprietors  of  Great  Britain,  the 
omnibus  proprietors  of  London,  and  the  railway  companies,  impress  the  mind 
with  no  very  favourable  idea  of  the  justice  or  equity  of  the  present  system  of  the 
apportionment  of  such  taxation.  In  a  small  pamphlet  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Bradfield, 
Secretary  to  the  Committee  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Stage  Carriage  Duties 
which  has  just  reached  a  third  edition,  it  is  shown  that  steam'vessels  carrying 
passengers,  an  important  item  of  competition  with  horse  carriages,  pay  no  duty; 
that  Parliamentary  railway  trains,  carrying  the  same  class  of  passengers  as  Stage 
Carriages  or  Omnibuses,  pay  no  duty  ;  while  all  Stage  Carriages  and  Omnibuses 
pay  a  tax  which  presses  most  oppressively  on  the  owner,  inasmuch  as  he  must  pay 
whether  he  gets  passengers  or  not.  The  mileage  duty  on  Stage  Carriages,  which 
in  1835  amounted  to  £498,497,  was  for  the  year  ended  Jan.  5,  1853,  only 
£67,224,  and  £6,679  for  licences.  The  London  omnibuses  paid  £136,318  for 
mileage,  and  £4,663  for  licences,  being  an  excess  from  the  metropolitan  trade  alone 
over  all  England  of  almost  one-half;  while  the  whole  of  the  railways  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  contributed  only  £2S0.143  against  £214,886  for  metro- 
politan and  country  Stage  Carriages.  In  fact  these  Stage  Carriages  pay  a  fixed 
dutv,  whether  they  have  passengers  or  not,  of  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  in  the 
country,  and  15  to  20  per  cent  in  London.  The  committee  for  the  abolition  of 
the  present  system,  is  composed  of  all  the  largest  and  most  influential  omnibus 
and  coach  proprietors  in  London,  and  about  60  representatives,  in  important 
provincial  towns.  Such  a  staff,  backed  by  the  invincible  force  of  public  opinion, 
will,  we  have  no  doubt,  succeed  in  their  praiseworthy  object,  for  there  is  no 
method  of  financial  relief  which  can  confer  so  much  prosperity  and  comfort  on 
all  classes  of  the  community,  as  the  abolition  of  this  odious  and  unfair  tax. 


From   the   Era,   December  4,    1853. 

Untaxed  Horse  Power. — Mr.  J.  E.  Bradfield,  whose  short  and 
forcible  statements  on  the  taxation  of  public  carriages  we  recently  noticed,  is 
knocking  in  good  time  at  the  doors  of  the  Treasury,  not  with  a  gentle  and 
irresolute  tap,  as  if  he  were  afraid  of  the  opening  of  the  door,  but  with  a  sledge- 
hammer, calculated  to  arouse  the  most  sleepy  official,  and  induce  bin  to  ask 
"  What's  the  matter  now?"  A  third  edition  of  Mr.  Bradfield's  pamphlet  will 
enable  us  to  reply  to  this  question,  and  at  the  same  time  to  awaken  the  public 
interest  in  a  case  which  appeals  strongly  to  their  sense  of  justice  and  love  of 
fair  play. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  point  out  various  taxes  which  are  bad  in  themselves,  and 
which  inflict  a  serious  injury  on  the  public;  but  if  they  press  equally  on  all 
alike  they  may  be  submitted  to — for  a  time — not  without  impatience,  indeed, 
but  without  producing  that  feeling  of  oppression  caused  by  a  tax  which  weighs 
heavily  on  the  weak,  and  allows  a  more  powerful  compettor  to  enter  on  the  race 
unweighted.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  dealing,  last  session,  with 
the  duty  on  carriages  and  horses,  reduced  the  duty  only  on  those  which  are 
used  by  the  wealthy.  On  private  carriages  his  reductions  amount  to  £87,000  ; 
on  horses  kept  for  pleasure,  £118  000;  and  on  post-horses  and  job-horses, 
£54,000  ;  making  altogether  a  handsome  return  of  £205,000  to  those  who  could 
best  afford  to  pay  duties  of  this  nature.  On  carriages  used  by  the  public  at 
large,  often  by  the  poor  as  a  saving  of  time,  and  consequently,  to  them,  of  money, 
he  made  no  reduction  at  all.  The  steam- boat  runs  untaxed  ;  the  parliamentary 
trains  carry  untaxed  passengers  by  the  million,  and  fares  at  a  penny  a  mile 
constitute  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the  great  railway 
companies  ;  and  on  a  more  wealthy  class  of  passengers,  who  travel  by  express 
trains,  and  in  first  and  second  class  carriages,  these  companies  only  pay  a  duty 
of  five  per  cent,  on  actual  receipts. 
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Let  us,  by  all  means,  have  cheap  and  slightly-taxed  travelling  on  the  railways, 
if  possible;  but  in  proportion  to  the  leniency  with  which  this  mode  of  locomo- 
tion is  dealt  with,  do  not  treat  a  weaker  rival  in  a  manner  calculated  to  crush 
him  just  when  all  his  resources  are  required  to  enable  him  to  continue  his  course, 
and  stand  the  brunt  of  a  formidable  competition.  Mr.  Bradfiehl  shows  that  if 
the  steam-boats  on  the  Thames  were  taxed  at  the  same  rate  as  the  Omnibuses 
and  other  Stage  Carriages,  "  every  Gravesend,  Woolwich  and  Greenwich 
steamer  would  have  to  pay  a  tax  of  about  £12  a  week,  and  the  boats  plyinpr 
between  London-bridge  and  Kew  about  £15  weekly,"  instead  of  which  they  are 
tax  free.  The  Stage  Coach  proprietor,  on  the  other  hand,  must  first  take  out 
a  licence  before  he  can  mount  the  box,  and  then  for  every  mile  he  travels  he 
is  charged  a  duty  of  three-halfpence,  whether  he  has  passengers  or  not.  The 
tax  actually  averages  15  per  cent,  on  the  receipts  from  fares.  An  income-tax 
of  7d.  in  the  pound  is  considered  a  heavy  burden,  but  the  Stage  Coach  pro- 
prietor, "out  of  bis  earnings,  which  are  often  precarious,  pays  at  the  rate  of  three 
shillings  in  the  pound.  The  mileage  duties  are  said  to  be  equivalent  to  a  tax 
of  £80  upon  every  stud  of  eight  horses  employed  in  public  stages,  which  are 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  poorer  and  middle  classes;  but  if  employed  in 
post  chaises  for  the  wealthy  traveller,  they  would  not  be  liable  to  more  than  a 
tax  of  £30 ;  and  if  for  persons  still  richer,  who  travel  in  their  own  carriages, 
the  duty  would  not  exceed  £11   18s. 

The  new  edition  of  Mr.  Bradfield's  pamphlet  contains  recent  correspondence 
from  various  parts  of  the  country,  showing  that  the  Stage  Carriage  accommoda- 
tion is  diminishing,  and  that  while  the  railways  have  swallowed  up  the  coaches 
on  the  great  roads,  where  coaches  are  not  now  required,  the  cross  country,  in  which 
they  are  needed,  is  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  a  public  conveyance.  Mr. 
Sheldon,  of  Windermere,  a  coach  proprietor,  states  that  the  duties  he  pays 
amounts  to  30  per  cent,  on  the  receipts  during  winter.  Mr.  Partridge,  of 
Cambridge,  discontinued  a  coach,  which  ran  thirty  miles  per  day  each  way.  in 
consequence  of  the  duty,  which  was  7*.  6d.  per  day.  Mr.  James  Martin,  of 
Maidstone,  who  competes  with  a  railway,  paid  last  year  ,£140  as  duty,  while 
the  parliamentary  train,  at  exactly  the  same  fare,  contributed  not  a  farthing. 
And  thus  we  might  multiply  examples  of  the  effect  of  the  duty  in  diminishing 
the  public  accommodation.  The  coach  proprietors  have  no  alternative,  but  in 
many  instances  to  give  up  their  business,  and  it  is  evident  that  in  many  districts 
where  a  coach  may  be  much  wanted,  the  duty  prevents  one  being  started. 

The  Stage  Carriage  proprietors  are  making  active  preparations  for  the  par- 
liamentary campaign ;  they  have  entrenched  themselves  in  positions  which 
appear  unassailable;  and  they  have  a  plan  to  offer,  not  one  which  will  enable 
them  to  escape  taxation,  but  calculated  to  mitigate,  if  not  remove,  the  op- 
pressiveness of  the  present  duty ;  and  we  sincerely  wish  their  efforts  may  be  as 
successful  as  they  apparently  deserve  to  be. 


From   the   Weekly   Times,   December   4,   1853. 

The  Stage  Carriage  Duty. — A  Pamphlet  has  recently  been  issued  by 
Mr.  J.  E.  Bradfield,  Secretary  to  the  Stage  Carriage  Committee  of  Great 
Britain,  in  which  he  ably  demonstrates  the  gross  injustice  to  which  the  pro- 
prietors of  our  public  vehicles  are  subjected,  through  the  partial  operation 
of  the  taxation  on  public  conveyances,  and  he  illustrates  his  argument  by 
the  subjoined  facts — [giving  here  the  Summary  at  pages  6  and  7]. 

Upon  these  grounds  the  author  naturally  asks — "With  what  justice  or 
equity,  with  what  regard  to  the  principle  of  free  trade,  can  this  oppressive 
impost  now  be  supported?" 

We  think  the  public  ought  not  to  hesitate  in  echoing  the  question. 
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From   the   Umpire,   December   31,    1853. 

The  political  emergencies  of  the  last  century,  especially  those  arising  from 
the  American  and  French  wars,  caused  many  taxes  to  be  imposed  without 
reference  to  the  equity  or  wisdom  of  them ;  the  demand  for  money  overcoming 
every  consideration  but  the  means  of  procuring  it.  To  this  source  must 
be  traced  various  imposts,  the  grievous  injustice  and  impolicy  of  which,  have 
startled  of  late  years,  even  those  generally  indifferent  persons,  the  Chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer.  Several  have  no  doubt  been  removed  since  the  peace,  but 
others  remaiu,  which  are  daily  becoming  more  obnoxious,  not  merely  as 
they  affect  private,  but  as  they  oppose  the  public  interests.  Of  this  class 
the  taxes  on  Stage  Carriages  offer  a  flagrant  example,  At  no  time  equal 
or  just,  since  their  origin  in  1780,  but  on  the  contrary,  always  unfair  and 
disproportionate,  as  contrasted  with  other  forms  of  taxation,  the  progress  of 
the  age  has  intensified  their  injustice.  While  Stage  Coaches  remained  the 
principal  means  of  communication  between  distant  parts,  especially  during 
the  suspension  of  the  bullion  currency  laws,  the  Coach  Masters  could  realise 
returns*  which  enabled  them  to  pay  the  imposts  demanded  of  them  ;  bui  the 
low  fares,  following  the  establishment  of  untaxed  steam  vessels,  and  almost 
untaxed  railways  which  took  away  their  passengers,  deprived  numerous  masters 
of  the  power  even  to  continue  their  conveyances,  while  those  who  have  done 
so,  have  been  subjected  to  an  unfair  and  unjust  competition  ;  or,  failing 
competition,  have  still  to  carry  on  their  business  under  a  burdensome  taxation, 
from  which  other  modes  of  conveyance  are  either  wholly  or  partially  exempt. 
Stage  Carriages  are  now  almost  entirely  eonfined  to  large  towns,  or  to  roads 
communicating  with  ports  or  railway  stations.  The  public  interest  suffers 
by  the  taxation  in  this  manner  :  by  the  high  charges  which  the  Coach 
Proprietors  must  necessarily  make  to  recover  the  tax,  or  by  the  withdrawal 
of  the  conveyance  altogether,  in  consequence  of  the  non-payment  of  those 
charges.  It  suffers,  too,  by  the  restraint  put  upon  enterprise  in  this  occupation, 
and  the  employment  of  the  many  artificers  and  labourers  which  that  enterprise 
would  occasion. 

The  mere  suggestion  of  such  facts  ought  to  cause  the  immediate  deter- 
mination of  them  ;  but  when  we  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  subject, 
<re  wonder  how  "the  Injustice,  Inequalities,  and  Anomalies  of  the  present, 
system  of  taxation  on  Stage  Carriages'*  should  have  been  so  long  tolerated, 
and  how,  instead  of  being  lessened  or  softened,  these  evils  could  actually 
have  been  aggravated  within  this  year.  We  may  well  congratulate  the  public 
that  there  has  not  been  a  general  Strike  of  Stage  Coaches  and  Omnibuses 
throughout  the  country.  These  particulars  are  furnished  in  an  able  Pamphlet 
published  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Bradfield,  secretary  to  the  Stage  Carriage  Committee, 
from  which  we  learn  that  Stage  Carriages  are  taxed  4<0  per  cent  more  than 
Express  and  First  and  Second  class  Railway  Carriages;  400  per  cent,  more  than 
Hackney  Coaches;  600  per  cent,  more  than  Post  and  Job  Horses  and  Carriages; 
800  per  cent,  more  than  Gentlemen's  Carriages  and  Horses :  and  in  England 
and  Scotland,  1000  per  cent  more  than  the  Dublin  trade,  with  a  limited  amount 
of  Railway  Competition.  This  monstrously  unjust  disproportion  is  thus 
shown  : — Steam  Vessels  pay  no  duty  ;  railway  Parliamentary  Trains  pay  no 
duty  ;  Express,  First  and  Second  class  Trains  pay  only  5  per  cent,  on  the  actual 
fares  received  ;  Hackney  Carriages  pay  a  yearly  licence  of  £1  each,  and  a 
weekly  sum  of  six  or  seven  shillings,  according  to  the  days  employed  ; 
the  duty  on  post  and  job  horses  is  only  £30  annually,  for  eight  horses  or 
six  carriages;  on  private  four-wheel  carriages,  £3  10s.,  and  two  horses,  £2  2s.; 
and  on  Dublin  Stage  Carriages,  £8  each,  annually.  But  the  English  and 
Scotch  coach  master  must  pay  \\d.  per  mile,  for  every  mile  that  he  is  licensed 
to  travel,  besides  £3  3*.  for  an  annual  licence  on  account  of  every  coach  ; 
and  as  these  duties  must  be  paid,  regardless  of  the  number  of  passengers  carried, 
they  vary  in  point  of  fact,  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  in  summer,  and  from  15  to  30 
per  cent,  in  winter,  upon  the  receipts.  Such  is  the  financial  policy  of  our 
government,  which  makes  the  horse,  the  slower  conveyance,  carry  heavier 
burdens  than  his  naturally  swifter  antagonist  the  steam  engine,  and  thus 
justifies  the  remark  "  that  the  competition  of  taxed  horse  power  against  untaxed, 
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or  even  partially  taxed,  steam  power  is  practically  impossible."  But  a  narration 
of  unequal  and  inconsistent  taxation  does  not  fully  explain  the  capricious 
treatment  to  which  Stage  Coach  masters  have  been,  and  are  subjected.  In 
1837,  when  the  opposition  of  railways  was  nearly  quite  unknown,  the  then 
oppressive  and  impolitic  character  of  the  taxes  on  public  conveyances  was 
such  as  to  induce  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  recommend  their 
total  abolition  as  soon  as  possible.  At  this  time  the  revenue  derived  from  them 
was  £523, S56  10s.  8|i.  In  1852,  tbe  amount  was  only  £214,886  14s.  Id.  In 
1850,  the  country  districts  of  England  returned  £76,815  7s.  Od.  ;  in  1852-3, 
£73,903  17s.  Ad.,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  nearly  £3000.  In  the  metropolis  the 
increase  of  revenue  in  1851  was  £7897  over  that  of  1850,  but  the  increase  of 
1852-3  over  the  mileage  returns  of  1851-2  is  only  £677,  while  it  is  announced 
that  a  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  working  omnibuses  in  London  has  com- 
menced, mainly  caused  by  the  heavy  taxation,  two  results  of  which  will  be  to 
throw  hundreds  out  of  employment,  and  still  further  to  diminish  the  public 
revenue.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  the  complaints  of  the  coaching  interests 
were  pronounced  reasonable  in  1837,  and  afterwards  in  1839  Sir  Robert  assured 
them  that  at  least  they  should  have  "  no  unequal  portion  of  taxes  to  contend 
against,"  sensible  people  will  not  infer  that  they  have  since  become  less  reason- 
able. Yet  how  have  they  been  met  during  fifteen  years  ?  Neglected  at  first, 
they  have  encountered  positive  slight  and  contempt  at  last.  In  the  recent 
session  of  Parliament,  when  so  man}'  momentus  changes  were  made  in  the 
form  and  amount  of  taxation,  the  Stage  Coach  owners  were  left  entirely 
unrelieved,  while  a  further  opposition  to  them  was  encouraged,  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  duties  on  Hackney  Carriages,  post  and  job  horses  and  carriages, 
to  the  sums  above  mentioned.  The  conveyances  for  the  few  have  been 
favoured  to  the  amount  of  £285,000,  but  the  conveyances  of  the  million 
are  left  unnoticed,  though  so  far  from  urging  the  total  abolition  formerly 
acknowledged  as  their  right,  the  proprietors  desire  only  such  a  modification 
of  the  duties  as  shall  enable  them  to  continue  their  business  with  due  regard  at 
once  to  their  own  interests  and  the  public  economy.  And  they  may  especially 
demand  this,  when  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  for  past  experience  sanctions 
the  belief,  that  a  just  tax  would  "give  such  an  extraordinary  impetus  to  the 
trade,  that  the  revenue  would  recover  itself  in  seven  years." 

We  must  now  conclude,  with  earnestly  drawing  general  attention  to 
Mr.  Bradfield's  Pamphlet,  which  contains  a  number  of  facts  fully  illus- 
trating our  necessarily  limited  remarks.  If  a  cause  is  to  be  successful  in 
proportion  to  its  merits,  that  of  tbe  Stage  Coach  masters,  must  soon  result 
in  the  modification  of  their  grievous  burdens. 


From   the    Sunday   Times,    February   5,    1854- 

Stage  Carriage  Taxation. — Never  had  any  body  of  men  greater  right  to 
complain  of  the  unjust  burthen  which  was  placed  upon  their  industry,  than  the 
Proprietors  of  Stage  Coaches,  who  have  to  pay  not  only  an  annual  licence  of 
£3  3s.  for  each  carriage,  but  are  further  charged  with  a  duty  of  three  half-pence 
a  mile  for  every  mile  travelled  by  such  vehicle.  This  oppressive  tax,  which 
amounts  to  at  least  15  per  cent,  on  the  average,  upon  passenger  receipts,  is 
strongly  contrasted  by  the  liberality  exhibited  towards  the  railways,  which  are 
only  taxed  5  per  cent,  on  receipts  from  Express,  Mail,  and  First  and  Second 
Class  Passengers;  Parliamentary  and  Goods  Trains  being  exempt  from  duty. 
The  tax  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  the  Railways  does  not,  therefore,  much 
exceed  1*  per  cent.,  while  the  impost  upon  Stage  Carriages  drawn  by  horses  is 
800  per  cent,  more,  while  there  is  no  tax  whatever  upon  steam  locomotion 
by  water.  These  are  facts  that  cannot  be  contradicted.  Stage  Coach 
Proprietors  have  been  treated  most  unjustly,  and  the  injustice  is  aggravated 
by  the  relief  which  has  been  given  to  the  wealthy  classes  of  society 
by  the  reduction  of  the  Taxation  on  private  carriages  last  year.  Accord- 
ing to   the   present  system   of    Mileage   Duty,   a    Tax   of  £80   per  annum 
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is  enforced  from  the  Proprietor  of  every  stud  of  eight  horses  employed  in 
Public  Stages  for  the  accommodation  of  the  middling  and  labouring  classes  ; 
urn  of  £30  per  annum  only  being  charged  for  the  same  number  of 'horses 
when  employed  by  the  upper  classes  in  Post  and  Job  Carriages,  and  the  sum 
of  £11  18s.  only  when  employed  by  the  fortunate  possessors  of  Private 
Carriages.  Can  we  wonder,  then,  that  the  revenue  on  Stage  Carriages  should 
seriously  diminish  of  late  years,  or  tli.it  the  business  hid  become  so  unprofitable 
as  to  have  compelled  the  withdrawal  of  great  numbers  of  Carriages  from  the 
road,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  that  class  of  the  public  who  formerly 
availed  themselves  of  the  mode  of  conveyance  they  offered?  Laws  which 
operate  so  unjustly  and  unequally  upon  any  branch  of  industry  are  most 
emphatically  to  be  condemned,  aud  we  do  trust  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  adopt  the  honest  course  of  supporting  the  Petition,  which  we 
jperceive  is  about  being  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  Coach  Proprietors  of 
Great  Britain,  praying  that  they  may  be  placed  under  the  same  just  and  equal 
law,  as  to  freed  nn  from  Taxation,  as  Railroads  at  present  enjoy. 
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